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Equal by law but not in reality

Sarrera / Introducción/ Introduction

Welcome to the final publication
of the Comenius project ‘Equal by
Law – But Not in Reality?’ It has
been an amazing journey for the
staff and students who have
been involved in the project,
along with each of the partner
schools and their communities.
The project began in Spain and
has taken us all over Europe to
Northern Ireland, England, Turkey,
Lithuania, Germany and Poland.
The learning about each other’s
countries and cultures has been
rich, and the experiences which
people have experienced have
been priceless. Friendships have
been made that span across the
whole of Europe, and they will
continue to foster new learning
experiences in the future. We
hope you enjoy reading about our
project and appreciate the work
we have done as a real team
effort.
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Proiektu hau europar kulturaren eta komunitatearen
funtsezko baloreak diren berdintasuna eta tolerantziari
buruzko lanketa da. Asmoa honako hau da: desberdintasunaren
kontzientzia ikasleen artean bultzatu, berdintasunaren aldeko
jarrera konprometituak garatu eta europar hiritartasuna eta
baloreak indartzea lan berritzaile eta kreatzailearen bitartez.
Aukeratutako gaia bestelako alderdietara zuzenduta dago:
giza eskubideak eta berdintasuna, arrazen arteko berdintasuna,
aukera berdintasuna erlijioa edo baldintza sozialak kontuan izan
barik, proiektu politiko guztien arteko berdintasuna, sexuen arteko
berdintasuna…
Proiektua 2009 eta 2011 urteen artean landu da, jarduerak eta haien
praktika diseinatu duen 15-17 urteko talde batean.
Ikastetxeek burutu dituzten jarduerok hainbat helburu bete dituzte:
elkar ezagutzea, gaira hurbiltzea, ikasleen errealitate gertua ikertzea...
Partaideen arteko komunikazioa TIKeko gailuen bitartez, emailez eta
aldizkako bileren bidez jorratu da.
Gure ikasle, familia edo ikastetxeetan gatazka egoerak, ezberdintasuna
eta giza eskubideen urraketak antzematen dira. Egoera hauen guztien
aurrean kontzientzia eraginkor eta positiboa sustatzen saiatu gara.
Jatorri sozialaren edo inmigrazioren ondorioz sortutako ezberdintasunari
buruz ari gara, baita genero ezberdintasunari buruz ere. Eta gure asmoa
arazo hauei hiru etapatan ekitea da: 1) Berdintasuna legean, baina ez
errealitatean? 2) Berdintasuna legean eta errealitatean? 3) Abiatu.
Berariazko helburuak:
• Gure erkidegoan ezberdintasun egoerak antzeman eta identifikatu.
• Gure giza taldean inportantetzat hartzen ditugunak ikertu eta aztertu.
• Emaitzak alderatu eta partekatu.
• Berdintasuna eta giza eskubideen aldeko jarrerak sustatu.
• Konponbide posibleak aztertu eta elkarren artean partekatu,
norberaren esperientziak besteei baliagarriak gerta dakien irtenbideak
aurkitzeko.
• Ekarpen eta esperientzia guztiak azken argitalpen batean jasotzea
epe luzera begira edozein ikastetxek erabili ahal izateko ingelesez
zein beste hizkuntzetan.
Helburu orokorrak:
• Beste kultura, ideia eta arraza batzuekiko begirunea, tolerantzia
eta kooperazio baketsua bultzatu.
• Eskubide berdintasunaren eta aukera berdintasunaren
kontzientzia hartu ideia eta aukera politiko guztien berdintasuna
eta elkarrizketa oinarri hartuz.
• Europako hizkuntzen ikasketa bultzatu hala ikasleen nola
hezitzaileen artean, eta EBko eremu urriko hizkuntzen erabilera
indartu.
• Giza eskubideen ezagupena eta begirunea elkarbizitza eta europar
kulturaren oinarri gisa hartzea eta bultzatzea.
• Hiritartasun europarraren baloreak piztu eta Europar Batasuneko herriei
buruzko ezagupena hobetu.
• TIKen erabilera bultzatu ikasle eta irakasleen artean.
• Zenbait herritako ikasle eta irakasleen arteko harremanak eta
mugikortasuna areagotu.
Gure erkidegoetan arlo sozialean, erlijiosoan, politikoan edota generoezberdintasunean jatorria duten giza-eskubideen urraketak aztertzen
eta haiei aurre egiten saiatu gara, ahal izan dugun neurrian lan berritzaile
eta kreatzailea eginez.
Emaitzak blog eta web-orri, aldizkari, liburuxka, bideo, collage, eta
publikazio honetan islatu dira. Esperientziaren alderdi inportanteenak
jasotzen saiatu gara.

Equal by law but not in reality
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Se trata de un proyecto sobre la igualdad y la tolerancia como valores esenciales de la cultura y la comunidad europea. El objetivo es sensibilizar a los
alumnos ante todo tipo de desigualdad y desarrollar, trabajando de una manera creativa e innovadora, actitudes comprometidas en su defensa, así como reforzar la ciudadanía y los valores europeos.
El tema elegido se centra en el análisis de diferentes aspectos: los derechos humanos
y la igualdad, la igualdad de razas, la igualdad de oportunidades para cada origen social o religión, la igualdad de todos los proyectos políticos, la igualdad de género...
El proyecto se ha desarrollado entre 2009 y 2011 por un grupo de alumnos/as de entre 15 y 17 años de edad, que ha estado a cargo del diseño concreto de las actividades y su práctica.
Las escuelas han llevado a cabo una larga serie de actividades, como las destinadas a
conocerse, las dirigidas a una aproximación al tema, una investigación sobre los aspectos más cercanos a sus propias realidades...
La comunicación entre los socios se ha mantenido por medio de dispositivos TIC, correo electrónico y reuniones periódicas.
En el entorno de nuestro alumnado, familias o centros educativos se detectan situaciones de conflicto, desigualdad o violación de los derechos humanos hacia las que tratamos de desarrollar una conciencia activa y positiva. Nos referimos a la desigualdad
generada por la inmigración, la diferencia de origen, de religión, los conflictos políticos
y sociales, la falta de igualdad real entre hombres y mujeres... Nuestra intención ha sido
abordar estos problemas en tres etapas :1) Igualdad ante la ley, pero no en la realidad?
2) Iguales ante la ley y en la realidad! 3) Poniéndonos en marcha.
Objetivos específicos:
• Detectar e identificar situaciones de desigualdad en cada una de nuestras comunidades.
• Analizar y estudiar aquellas que consideramos más importantes en nuestra comunidad.

This is a project about equality and tolerance as essential
values in European culture and community. The goal is
to raise the pupils’ awareness of all kinds of inequality and develop,
working in a creative and innovative way, concerning attitudes towards
the issue as well as the reinforcement of the European Citizenship and
values.
The topic lies on the analysis of different aspects: human rights and equality, equal races, equal opportunities for every social background or religion;
equality for all political projects, gender equality…
The project will be developed by a target group of 15-17 year olds from 2009
to 2011, being in charge of the concrete design of the activities and its practice.
Schools will carry out a range of activities, such as the ones meant to know
each other, those aimed to create a suitable atmosphere and approximation to the topic, a research on those aspects of the subject which are closest to their own realities…
Communication among partners will be kept by means of ICT devices, e-mailing and periodical meetings.
Our schools, pupils, and family settings undergo situations of conflict, inequality or violation of human rights towards which we try to develop an active and
positive conscience. We refer to inequality generated by immigration, difference
of origin, different religion, political and social conflicts, the lack of real equality
among men and women… We intend to tackle these problems in three stages:
1) Equal by law, but not in reality? 2) Equal by law and in reality! 3) Moving on,
with the following objectives.
Particular objectives:
• Detect and identify inequalities in each of our communities.
• Analyze and study the ones we consider most important in our community.

• Comparar y compartir los resultados.

• Compare and share the results.

• Generar actitudes positivas que apoyen la igualdad y el respeto a la igualdad de derechos.

• Generate positive attitudes supporting equality and equal rights fulfilment.

• Analizar las posibles vías de solución y compartirlas entre nuestras comunidades de
forma que las propias experiencias contribuyen a la búsqueda de soluciones en otras
comunidades.
• Recoger todas las aportaciones y experiencias en una publicación final en inglés y en
las diferentes lenguas de la asociación para que a largo plazo pueda ser utilizado por
cualquier escuela que desee hacerlo.
Objetivos generales:
• Promover la tolerancia y el respeto hacia otras razas, culturas e ideas y fomentar la
cooperación pacífica entre ellos.
• Desarrollar la toma de conciencia sobre la igualdad de derechos y oportunidades entre mujeres y hombres, personas de diferentes razas, religión y origen social, tomando como base el diálogo y la igualdad de todas las opciones políticas.

• Analyze possible ways of solution and share them among our communities contributing to others with our own experiences.
• Collect all the contributions and experiences in a final publication in English, German and Spanish, as well as in the other languages of the partnership so that in the long term they can be used by any school that wishes to do so.
General objectives:
• To promote tolerance and respect towards other races, cultures and ideas
and to boost pacific cooperation among them.
• To raise awareness of equal rights and opportunities for women and men,
races, religion and social background, based on dialogue and equality of all
political options.

• Estimular el interés y el estudio de las lenguas europeas entre los estudiantes y el personal educativo y apoyar el uso de las lenguas minoritarias de la UE.

• To stimulate the interest and the study of European languages among students and educational staff and to endorse the use of minority languages of
the EU.

• Fomentar el conocimiento y el respeto de los derechos humanos como uno de los
pilares esenciales de la convivencia y la cultura europea.

• To encourage the knowledge and the respect of human rights as one of the
essential pillars of the coexistence and the European culture.

• Promover los valores de ciudadanía europea y mejorar el conocimiento sobre los países de la Unión Europea.

• To promote the values for a European citizenship and to increase the knowledge about the countries of the European Union.

• Fomentar el uso de las tecnologías de la información y la comunicación entre estudiantes y profesores.

• To encourage the use of the information and communication technologies
among students and teachers.

• Aumentar el contacto y la movilidad de los estudiantes y profesores de diferentes países de la Unión Europea.

• To boost the contact and mobility among students and teachers of different countries of the European Union.

Hemos querido hacer frente a la falta de cumplimiento de los derechos humanos mediante la investigación innovadora y creativa en lo posible de las fuentes de desigualdad social, religiosa, política y de género en nuestras comunidades.

We intend to tackle the failure to fulfil human rights by researching innovatively and creatively the sources of social, religious, political and gender inequality in our communities.

Los resultados finales se verán reflejados en el blog, web, revistas, folletos, vídeos, collage común y esta publicación final, que trata de recoger los aspectos más importantes de la experiencia.

Final outcomes will be reflected on the blog, website, magazines, brochure,
videos, common collage and a publication collecting the most important aspects of the experience.

Equal by law but not in reality
Tai lygyb s ir tolerancijos projektas, nagrin jantis šias
neatsiejamas s vokas europos kult ros ir bendruomen s pagrindini vertybi kontekste. Jo tikslas yra suteikti mokiniams daugiau žini apie skirtingas nelygyb s r šis ir k rybiškai
bei naujoviškai dirbant ugdyti j atsaking poži r svarstomas problemas, tuo stiprinant europos pilietyb s bei kit vertybi pagrindus.
Tema nagrin jama skirtingais aspektais: lygi žmogaus teisi , rasi ,
galimybi kiekvienam socialiniam sluoksniui ar religijai, lygyb s visoms
politin ms programoms, ly i lygyb s pagrindu.
Projektas bus vykdomas 2009 - 2011 metais ir jame dalyvaus 15 – 17
met iš anksto numatytos moksleivi grup s, kurios bus atsakingos už
veiksm plan ir jo gyvendinim . Mokyklos tur s vykdyti vis eil užduo i ,
skirt susipažinti vieniems su kitais, sukurti tinkam atmosfer pl toti
bendr tem , pateiks tyrim duomenis, lie ian ius jiems aktualiausias
problemos apraiškas.
Ryšys tarp partneri bus palaikomas per ict priemones, susirašin jant
elektroniniu paštu ir periodini susitikim metu.
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Dieses Projekt stellt Gleichheit und Toleranz als wesentliche Werte der europäischen
Kultur und Gesellschaft dar. Ziel des Projektes ist es, das Bewusstsein der Schülerinnen
und Schüler für Ungleichbehandlungen jeglicher Art zu wecken, kreatives und innovatives Arbeiten im Team zu fördern und die Wahrnehmung der Schülerinnen und Schüler auf die gemeinsamen Werte zu richten, die Bürgerinnen und Bürger Europas haben bzw. haben sollten.
An dem Projekt nehmen Schülerinnen und Schülern im Alter von 15 bis 17 Jahren teil. Von 2009
bis 2011 planen sie Aktivitäten, führen diese durch und bereiten sie sorgfältig nach.
Das Hauptaugenmerk liegt darauf, das Thema des Projektes aus verschiedenen Blickwinkeln zu
betrachten und verschiedene Aspekte auszuarbeiten. Darunter fällt z.B. die Überprüfung von Verletzungen der Menschenrechte in Bezug auf die ethnische Herkunft, die soziale Herkunft, die Religionszugehörigkeit, das Geschlecht, politische Ansichten usw.
Die Schülerinnen und Schüler beziehen sich bei ihrer Arbeit ferner auf Ungleichheiten, die sich durch
Immigration, Religionszugehörigkeit und politisches Verständnis ergeben. Sie hinterfragen den Gleichheitsgedanken und dessen Umsetzung zwischen den Geschlechtern.

M s mokyklos, mokiniai ir šeimos patiria konfliktini situacij , susiduria su
nelygybe, žmogaus teisi pažeidimu, tod l mes atsakingi už aktyv ir pozityv s žin s formavim bei lavinim .

Das Projekt gliedert sich in drei Phasen: Zunächst erfolgt unter der Frage: „Gleichheit vor dem Gesetz, aber nicht in Wirklichkeit?“ eine Bestandsaufnahme der gegenwärtigen Situation der jeweiligen
Partnerländer. In der Projektphase „Gleichheit vor dem Gesetz und in Wirklichkeit?“ werden Sachverhalte herausgearbeitet, die geeignet sind, Probleme zu lösen. Unter dem Aspekt „Vorwärts“
werden konkrete Handlungsalternativen für die Zukunft entwickelt.

Mes atsižvelgiame t nelygyb , kuri sukelia imigracija, kilm s skirtumai, skirtinga religija, politiniai ir socialiniai konfliktai, lygyb s tarp vyr ir moter stygius…

Auch unsere Schülerinnen und Schüler und Familien erleben konfliktäre Situationen. Vielleicht sind
unter ihnen auch Opfer von Ungleichbehandlung oder Missachtungen von Menschenrechten. Wir
möchten diesbezüglich ein aktives und positives Bewusstsein entwickeln.

Mes ketiname išspr sti šias problemas trim etapais:1) lyg s pagal statym ,
bet ne tikrov je? 2) lyg s pagal statym ir tikrov je.

Neben den thematisch ausgerichteten Aktivitäten werden auch Maßnahmen durchgeführt, die darauf abzielen, sich besser kennen zu lernen und eine angenehmen Arbeitsatmosphäre zu schaffen, damit sich Schülerinnen und Schüler angemessen den Arbeitsthemen widmen und so Probleme aus der eigenen Erfahrungswelt hinterfragen können.

3) toliau pereinant prie ši tiksl .
PAGRINDINIAI TIKSLAI:
• atskleisti ir identifikuoti nelygybes kiekvienoje m s bendruomen je.
• analizuoti ir išstudijuoti nelygybes, kurios m s nuomone yra svarbiausios
m s bendruomen je.

Die Kommunikation zwischen den teilnehmenden Partnern erfolgt durch die Verwendung elektronischer Medien wie z.B. E-Mail, die Comenius – Homepage, Blogs, soziale Netzwerke, usw. Dazu
kommen die periodischen Treffen, um von Angesicht zu Angesicht miteinander zu sprechen und
Aufgaben zu bearbeiten.

• palyginti ir pasidalinti rezultatais.

Aufgaben im Einzelnen:

• skleisti teigiamus poži rius, palaikan ius lygyb ir lygi teisi vykdym .

• Identifizierung und Aufdeckung von Verletzungen des Gleichheitsgedankens in den Teilnehmerländern.

• analizuoti galimus sprendimo b dus ir pasidalinti m s asmenin mis
patirtimis. su m s bendruomeni bendradarbiavimo partneriais.
• kaupti patirt ir pateikti j leidinyje angl , vokie i , ispan ir kit šali
partneri kalbomis. Šiuo leidiniu gal s pasinaudoti kiekviena besidominti
mokykla.
BENDRI TIKSLAI:
• skatinti tolerancij ir pagarb kitoms ras ms, kult roms ir id joms, skatinti taik bendradarbiavim tarp j .
• skatinti moter ir vyr lygi teisi , religijos, socialin s kilm s galimybes,
paremtas vis politini nuomoni išraiška (vis politini teisi lygybe).
• skatinti susidom jim europos kalbomis ir j mokym si student ir mokytoj tarpe ir paremti europos s jungos tautini mažum kalb naudojim.
• skatinti pagarb ir mokym si apie žmoni teises - vien pagrindini samb vio ir europos kult ros rams i .
• skleisti europos pilietyb s vertybes ir žinias apie europos s jungos šalis.
• skatinti informacijos ir bendravimo technologij panaudojim tarp student ir mokytoj .
• skatinti ryšius ir mobilum tarp es skirting šali mokini ir mokytoj .

• Priorisierung der Ergebnisse sowie Auswahl und Analyse der für eine Gesellschaft bedeutendsten Aspekte.
• Vergleich der Ergebnisse mit den Partnern.
• Sensibilisierung der Schülerinnen und Schüler, sich für Gleichberechtigung auf allen Ebenen einzusetzen.
• Identifikation möglicher Lösungsansätze Austausch mit den Projektpartnern.
• Erstellung einer abschließenden Publikation in allen Sprachen, um diese Ergebnisse für andere
langfristig nutzbar zu machen.
Ziele im Einzelnen:
• Stärkung von Toleranz und Respekt bezüglich Mitmenschen unterschiedlicher Herkunft, Kultur
und Lebensvorstellung.
• Förderung eines friedlichen Umgangs miteinander.
• Schaffung eines Bewusstseins für Gleichberechtigung auf allen Ebenen.
• Wecken von Interesse für das Erlernen und Anwenden der europäischer Sprachen. Darunter fallen insbesondere die von Ländern mit Minderheitssprachen.
• Ausbau des Wissens um die Menschenrechte als tragende Säulen für das Zusammenleben in
der europäischen Gesellschaft.

Mes tikim s išspr sti iškilusias žmoni teisi problemas naujoviškai ir k rybiškai tyrin jant socialines, religines, politines ir ly i nelygybi ištakas m s
bendruomen je.

• Vermittlung der gemeinsamen Werte in Europa und Vertiefung des Wissens über die Länder Europas.

Galutiniai rezultatai bus pateikti pagal tam tikr tem sukurtame specialiame nuomoni pasikeitimo saite internete (bloguose), internetin se svetain se, žurnaluose, bukletuose, vaizdo rašuose, bendrame koliaže ir atskirame leidinyje, kuriame yra surinkti svarbiausi patirties aspektai.

Bereitschaft zur Mobilität von Schülerinnen und Schülern sowie Lehrerinnen und Lehrern innerhalb verschiedener Länder der Europäischen Union.

• Verwendung von modernen Informations- und Kommunikationstechnologien.

Zusammenfassend lässt sich sagen: Alle Projektteilnehmer beabsichtigen, die Hindernisse, die dem
Gedanken der Gleichheit im Wege stehen, zu identifizieren. Wir werden dabei auf eine innovative und kreative Art und Weise die verschiedenen Betrachtungsaspekte in unseren Gesellschaften analysieren und unsere Ergebnisse in einer abschließenden Publikation veröffentlichen.

Equal by law but not in reality
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Yasalar önünde e itiz, peki ya gerçekte?
Bu proje, Avrupa toplulu unun ve kültürünün ba lıca özelliklerinden olan e itlik ve ho görüyle ilgilidir. Amaç; ö rencilerin Avrupa vatanda lı ını ve kültürünü desteklemelerinin yanı sıra; yenilikçi, yaratıcı bir ekilde çalı malarını geli tirmek ve e itsizlik konularında duyarlılıklarını arttırmaktır.
Proje; insan hakları, e itlik, sosyal kimlik, dinler ve bütün ırklar için e it
fırsatlar, tüm politik projeler için e itlik, cinsiyet e itli i gibi konuları farklı yönleriyle inceler.
Projenin etkinlikleri ve çalı maları 2009-2011 yılları arasında 15-17 ya
aralı ındaki hedef grup sorumlulu unda yapılmı tır.
Okullar; birbirlerini tanımak, konuyu daha iyi kavrayabilmek amacıyla uygun bir atmosfer olu turmak, kendi gerçeklerine en yakın somut
verileri elde etmek için farklı aktiviteler gerçekle tirmi lerdir.
Üyeler arasındaki ileti im bilgi ileti im teknolojileri, e-mail ve düzenli
görü melerle sa lanmı tır.
Çevremizde ya anan e itsizlik, insan hakları ihlalleri ve bu konudaki
anla mazlıklara kar ı etkin ve yapıcı bir tutum geli tirilmeye çalı ılmı ,
kadın erkek e itli inin olmayı ına, politik ve sosyal çatı malara, farklı din,
farklı köken ve göçler nedeniyle olu an e itsizli e de inilerek bunlarla
mücadele yolları ara tırılmı tır.
Özel Amaçlar:
• Her toplumdaki e itsizlikleri belirlemek.
• Toplumumuzdaki en önemli e itsizlik konularını incelemek ve onlar
üzerinde çalı mak.

Projekt ten dotyczy równo ci i tolerancji jako najwa niejszych
warto ci w kulturze i społecze stwie Europy. Jego celem jest
podniesienie wiadomo ci na temat wszystkich rodzajów nierówno ci oraz
rozwój i kreatywna i innowacyjna praca w zakresie postaw wobec tej
kwestii, jak równie umocnienie obywatelstwa i warto ci europejskich.
Temat opiera si na analizie ró nych aspektów: praw człowieka i równoci, równo ci ras, równych szans dla osób o ró nym pochodzeniu i wyznaj cych ró ne religie, równo ci wszystkich projektów politycznych, równo ci
płci.
Projekt b dzie tworzony od 2009 do 2011 roku przez grup docelow osób
w wieku 15-17 lat, która to grupa b dzie zarz dzała tworzeniem zada i ich
wykorzystaniem w praktyce.
Szkoły przeprowadz szereg działa , których celem b dzie mi dzy innymi poznanie si , utworzenie odpowiedniej atmosfery oraz przybli enie tematu, badanie tych aspektów tematyki, które s najbli sze ich własnym realiom.
Komunikacja pomi dzy partnerami utrzymywana b dzie za pomoc urz dze ICT,
poczty e-mail oraz okresowych spotka .
Ko cowe rezultaty pojawi si na blogu, stronie internetowej, w magazynach, broszurach, filmach, kola ach i publikacjach obejmuj cych najwa niejsze aspekty danego do wiadczenia.
Nasze szkoły, uczniowie i rodziny znajduj si czasem w sytuacjach konfliktu, nierówno ci lub pogwałcenia praw człowieka, których aktywn i pozytywn wiadomo
staramy si rozwija . Odnosimy si do nierówno ci wynikaj cej z imigracji, ró nic w
pochodzeniu lub wyznaniu, konfliktów politycznych i społecznych, braku faktycznej równo ci kobiet i m czyzn.
Cele szczegółowe projektu:

• Sonuçları payla ıp kar ıla tırmak.

• Odnale i okre li rodzaje nierówno ci w ka dej ze społeczno ci

• E itli i ve e itlik haklarını destekleyen olumlu davranı lar geli tirmek.

• Przeanalizowa i zbada te, które uznane zostan za najwa niejsze w naszej społeczno ci

• Çözüm yolları bulmak ve deneyimlerimizi di er gruplarla payla mak.
• stendi i takdirde proje ortakları tarafından kullanılabilmesi için ara tırma sonuçlarını ve deneyimlerimizi ngilizce, Almanca ve spanyolca olarak yayınlanacak bir dergide toplamak.
Genel Amaçlar:
• Farklı ırk, kültür, dü ünce ve inanca olan saygı ve ho görüyü artırmak, onlar arasındaki barı çıl birli i desteklemek.

• Porówna rezultaty i podzieli si nimi
• Stymulowa pozytywne postawy wspieraj ce równo i przestrzeganie
równouprawnienia
• Przeanalizowa mo liwe sposoby na rozwi zanie problemów i podzieli si
nimi z naszymi społeczno ciami, pomagaj c innym dzi ki swoim do wiadczeniom

• nsanları; dü ünce özgürlü ü, ırk, din, sosyal altyapı ve kadın-erkek
e itli i konusunda daha bilinçli hale getirmek.

• Zebra wszystkie do wiadczenia w ko cowej publikacji w j zyku angielskim,
niemieckim i hiszpa skim, a tak e w innych j zykach partnerstwa, aby mogły by wykorzystywane w przyszło ci przez inne szkoły, którym b d potrzebne.

• Ö rencilerin ve e itimcilerin Avrupa dillerine olan ilgilerini artırmak
ve az kullanılan dillerin kullanımını desteklemek.

Cele ogólne:

• Avrupa kültürünün ve birlikte ya amın temel dayanaklarından biri
olan insan haklarına saygı göstermek ve bu konudaki bilgimizi arttırmak.
• Avrupa Birli i ülkeleri hakkında bilgi edinmek ve Avrupa vatanda lıı de erlerini yaygınla tırmak.
• Ö retmen ve ö renciler arasında bilgi ve ileti im teknolojilerinin kullanımını yaygınla tırmak.
• Avrupa Birli i ülkeleri arasında ö retmen ve ö renci hareketlili ini ve
ileti imi arttırmak.
Yaratıcı ve yenilikçi bir ekilde toplumumuzdaki din, dü ünce özgürlü ü, cinsiyet e itsizli i konusundaki ve sosyal konulardaki e itsizliklerin kayna ını ara tırmak ve bunlarla mücadele etmek istiyoruz.

• Promowa tolerancj i szacunek wobec innych ras, kultur i pogl dów oraz stymulowa pokojow współprace pomi dzy nimi
• Podnosi wiadomo dotycz c równo ci praw i szans kobiet i m czyzn, ró nych
ras, wyzna i pochodzenia w oparciu o dialog i równo wszystkich opcji politycznych
• Stymulowa u uczniów i personelu o wiatowego zainteresowanie j zykami europejskimi i zgł bianie ich, a tak e zach ca do u ywania j zyków mniejszo ci UE.
• Upowszechnia wiedz na temat praw człowieka i poszanowanie ich jako najwa niejszych filarów koegzystencji kultury europejskiej
• Promowa warto ci obywatelstwa europejskiego oraz poszerza wiedz na temat krajów Unii Europejskiej
• Zach ca uczniów i nauczycieli do korzystania z technologii informacyjnokomunikacyjnych
• Zwi kszy kontakt i mobilno uczniów i nauczycieli z ró nych krajów Unii Europejskiej
Zamierzamy zajmowa si problemami nieprzestrzegania praw człowieka poprzez innowacyjne i twórcze zgł bienie ródeł nierówno ci społecznej, religijnej
i dotycz cej płci w naszych społeczno ciach.
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Links

In between visits made to partner schools there was still
lots of work completed by students. This would have been
done in isolation except for the excellent communication
links that we set up to share our experiences. The Germany
team did a fantastic job setting up a sophisticated website
that allowed all countries to upload work and share
ideas. A further addition to this excellent communication
was the use of the Spanish BLOG. This allowed students to
discuss hot topics and was a source of many interesting
conversations. The internet proved to be the link that kept
us all in touch (sometimes unofficially as well through social networking sites such as Facebook!)
These are the links to Comenius Mendebaldea:

http://comeniusmendebaldea.blogspot.com

and our common webpage:

http://www.equalbylaw.eu/
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Partners and stundents taking
part in the proiect

BERUFSBILDENDE SCHULEN FRIESOYTHE,
GERMANY
Our vocational high school: Only with the certificate of secondary school level
I you are allowed to be a student of the vocational high school. The main domain
of our subjects is economy, but it is also possible to get the licence to go to a university. The school takes 3 years time and finally you get the abitur.

BERUFSBILDENDE
SCHULEN FRIESOYTHE
In 1931 a school for agriculture was built. Heinrich Schulte was in charge nearly
27 years. His follower was Johann Menes and when he went into retirement in
1949, Franz Muhle became the next headmaster. There were increasing numbers of pupils and the call for a girls-department. Therefore the county Cloppenburg
decided to construct a new building with an information centre of economy. The
induction took place in December 1957, but at another place in Friesoythe than
today. In 1960 a commercial school was arranged. Till 1996 the spin-off of the
today´s vocational high school happened. For the first time 35 attestuations of
Abitur were committed at July 11th 1998 by Dr. Pancratz.
There are about 1400 pupils at the vocational school, who live up to 30 km away
from the school, and there are nearly 100 teachers. Moreover our school cooperates with a foreign vocational school in Swiebodzin (Poland).

The project was only a
resounding success due to the
partner schools and their
students that took part. The
lead school for the project was
Spain, and the Basque
students and staff led the
project unbelievably well. In
this section you can see the
school presentations
completed by the different
partner schools, carried out by
Spain, Northern Ireland,
England, Turkey, Lithuania,
Germany and Poland. You may
also see a list of the students
that took part from each
school, of which we are all very
proud for their hard work and
efforts.
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The two red points at the map show the positions of the two buildings of our vocational school!,
located on "Scheefenkamp" and "Thüler Straße". We have two positions because of different
domains of class, which make possible an opportunity for university:
o economy and administration
o metallic engineering
o home economics/social nursing
o agriculture
o automotive engineering
o data processing
Website: http://www.bbs-friesoythe.de

SCHOOL EVENTS
100 Years occupational training in Friesoythe
On the occasion of the 100 years of occupational
training in Friesoythe our school organized a jubilee. At the anniversary all of the 1400 students
went to church. Subsequent the teachers and the
politicians were invented for the ceremonial act.
At the following weekend we celebrated in a near
guesthouse.

Driver safety training

Extracurricular activities

On Monday, the 23rd of November 2009 our class
went by bus to driver safety training. Every year
our school organizes this training for young
drivers and the coming ones. We learnt how to
löschen a burning car, how important an ABS
brake is and how dangerous it is to drive if you

This is our theatre group. They meet every friday.

This is our school band. The members are
pupils and teachers as well.

are boozed.
In fact of this, the whole vocational school celebrates in church.
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GIMNAZJUM I LICEUM UMIEJĘTNOŚCI TWÓRCZYCH W
ŁODZI, POLAND
Our school is fairly young. It was established in 1998. The
school comprises of a lower education school (Gimnazjum), where the students are aged 12-14 and higher education school (Liceum) where the students are
aged 15-18.
OUR MISSION:
-shaping young people’s attitudes by showing them the
world from different perspectives
-guiding and assisting them on their way to adulthood
-enhancing their natural talents by engaging them into
various activities
-building their sense of individuality
-heightening their level of tolerance by integrating with
others
CLASSES:
-small classes (10-20) students
-language courses, the classes even smaller
-‘individual approach’: the number of students enables
better student-student and student-teacher relations
-we have introduced channels of communication with
parents, because we believe we are an important part
in the process of their upbringing

LANGUAGE COURSES:
-groups of approximately 10 students
-two foreign languages obligatory (as opposed to one in
other schools)
-five lessons of one foreign language and three of the other
-English compulsory
-French, Italian, German and Russian to choose from
ADDITIONAL COURSES:
-journalism classes
-creative proceedings classes
-architecture classes
AFTER SCHOOL CLASSES AND ACTIVITIES:
-theatre group
-fashion classes
-music band
-photography classes
-classes for students with learning difficulties

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
-integrating all students
-students with hearing impairments or other learning difficulties attend regular language courses, it is the role of
the teachers to support and help them
-we adjust teaching to the needs of these students by
introducing various teaching techniques

IZMIR SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL, TURKEY
İZMİR SCIENCE
HIGH SCHOOL

Izmir Science High School was founded in 1983. The abbreviation of Izmir Science High School is FL. The
school’s building is located in Aegean University Campus.
Address:
Ege Üniversitesi Kampüsü 35100 Bornova zmir
Tel: +90 232 3881030
Fax: +90 232 3426060
Web Address: www.ifl.k12.tr
School's parts:
• Education building
• Male and female dormitories
• Large dining hall (for 200 people)
• Closed sports center (for 300 people)
• Basketball, football and volleyball courts
• Canteen
• Activity room (for watching TV, reading newspaper etc.)
• 13 Classrooms
The school has got Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Computer laboratories. The school takes 72 students by an
exam every year. Our school is a boarding school. So two
or three students share a room.

SUCCESS FIELDS
Our school is very successful in the Entrance of the University Exam. So most of the graduates of our school are
accepted to the well-known universities in Türkiye.
OUR SCIENTIFIC PROJECTS and OLYMPIC STUDIES:
Olympics and Projects are organized by Turkish Science
and Research Organization. FL has got 156 regional, 157
national and 42 international medals. Many projects of
our school were exhibited at international shows and
won lots of prices.

FACILITIES
The students can join the activities of the Aegean University and they can use the pool and library etc. As zmir
is the third biggest city in Türkiye, so many activites are
organized in different parts of the city for the people who
are involved in. The students can join and enjoy very
much by means of these activities.
• Journeys: Every year IFL arranges lots of travels to different parts of Türkiye such as Çanakkale, stanbul,
Ankara, Bursa, Ku adası…etc
• Annual Picnic: Cooking the lamb on a stick on a fire
• Theatres: We perform two plays in each year.
• Sports activities: We participate in sports competitions
such as volleyball, basketball, football and table

•
•
•
•
•

tennis etc.
Proceeding
Club Works
Olympiad feast
Parties
Poems and Concerts activities.

OUR MISSION
We are FL that training individuals who needed for our
time and who produce, search and think creative.
Our goals are
• Preparing our students to universities as committed
to Atatürk’s principles and reforms.
• Teaching them to communicate well and positive with
their environment.
• Telling them the importance of using scientific methods when solving the problems.
• Making them erudite, skillful, self-reliant and teaching them with considering their personal abilities.
• Making them inclined to teamwork and cooperation
as well as leadership.
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JONAS JABLONSKIS GYMNASIUM,
KAUNAS, LITHUANIA
The history of Kaunas Jonas Jablonskis Gymnasium goes back to 1931 when a new primary school
was built instead of an old wooden one. Future
President Valdas Adamkus, a Member of Parliament Kazys Bobelis, Rector of Kaunas Magnus University Avižienis were among the first pupils of the
school. Later when two annexes were added the
school became one of the most distinguished of
Kaunas Comprehensive Schools majoring in the English language. In 1995 it became Jonas Jablonskis
Gymnasium with an international reputation.

Studies. Many of the activities of the pupils outside
the classroom and school hours are connected
with Sport, Drama, Music, and different projects.
Our debaters (in English), public speakers (in English) have been winners of a number of tournaments and contests both in Lithuania and abroad.
The best debaters as members of the Lithuanian
team took part in the world Debate Championships
in the USA, Great Britain, Singapore, South Africa
and Germany. Two pupils represented Lithuania in
the Public Speaking Championships in London.

The commitment and concern of the staff has built
up a disciplined and caring gymnasium. We are fortunate in our teachers, in our parents and in our
children. We are fortunate, also, in our site. The
Gymnasium is on the hill in the very centre of the
city next to the newly restored Resurrection
Church, it is easily accessible from all over the city.

An international project "We Must Not Forget It"
was awarded an EU label last December. Drama
composition " A Road to Auswitch" (in English) won
the first prize in Lithuania. These are but a few
achievements we can be proud of. The Gymnasium enjoys long-standing cooperation with The University of Minesota taking part at the ELTAP program (English Language Teaching Assistant Program).

The Gymnasium is committed to the welfare of
each child and the development of each child's full
potential. It encourages children to make their full
contribution to gymnasium life. Its pupils have a
record of achievement in every sphere of activity. As they grow up they send their own children
to the gymnasium, which now serves its fourth
generation. It continues to prepare pupils in every
possible way to take a full role in a changing society. Jonas Jablonskis Gymnasium emphasis high
academic standards. The staff expect and demand
the highest standard of work and presentation
throughout the gymnasium. The gymnasium
places a high value on examination results. An exceptionally high percentage of its children, usually
more than 95 percent, enter universities and colleges in this country and abroad.
There are 1150 pupils from 12 to 19 years old. The
pupils are equally interested in exact sciences and
humanities. Traditionally a strong emphasis is
placed on studying the English language. All the
pupils have chosen the extended course of English.
Besides we teach English and American literature,
Career, Economics in English, British Cultural

There is much affection for and loyalty to the gymnasium by past students. They are frequent
guests at the gymnasium, they come to coach our
young debaters and share their experience. The former debaters are excellent ambassadors to the
gymnasium, they organized Debate Clubs at the
universities in Kaunas and Vilnius and we hear
Tomas Dapkus, our former debater, on the radio
every day.
It is not the first time that we have pupils from the
USA or Canada studying in our gymnasium on the
basis of the Rotary exchange program. They bring
the authentic English to the classroom thus giving a chance to our pupils to develop their English
speaking skills. Students, educators, officials from
different countries visit the gymnasium quite often. In December 2005 we were asked to host and
organize the Ceremony of Award of the Righteous
of the World. His Excellency Ambassador of Israel
was present at the Ceremony.
So Jonas Jablonskis Gymnasium is devoted to de-

veloping the best in each pupil, support the
pupil's goals, encourage and inspire them in their
academic achievements and out of class activities.
The former Headmasters of Jonas Jablonskis
gymnasium:
Jurgis Mileris 1937-1957
Janina Šereliene-Vetchoratoviene 1957-1964
Vytautas Dagys 1964-1968
Gražina Piotuchoviene 1968-1989
Jonas Jablonskis gymnasium's famous students:
The president of Lithuania Valdas Adamkus
Politics: Kazys Bobelis, Mindaugas Koncius, Regimantas Ciupaila
The signer of the declaration of independence
Jonas Tamulis
The ambassador of Lithuania in Greece Vidmantas Pavilionis
Buisness attorney of Lithuania in Japan Dainius Kamaitis
Poet Violeta Palcinskaite
Writer Vytautas Macuika
Writer Anita Kapociute (Kapaciauskaite)
Professor Vytautas Ostaševicius
Composer Giedrius Kuprevicius
Sportsman Povilas Vanagas and etc
Kaunas is the second largest city in Lithuania and
a former temporary capital. It's located in the middle of Lithuania, at the confluence of two largest
rivers in Lithuania, the Nemunas and the Neris, and
near the Kaunas Lagoon,the largest body of water entirely in Lithuania.
Central Kaunas is defined by two pedestrian
streets: the 2-km-long Laisves aleja - (Liberty Avenue), a central street of the city, lined by linden
trees, and its continuation, Vilnius Street, leading
to the oldest part of Kaunas. There you can find
Kaunas Castle. It was originally built during the mid
14 th century, in the Gothic style. Its site is strategic - a rise of the banks of the Nemunas River near
its confluence at the Neris River. At the beginning
of the 21st century, about 1/3 of the castle was still
standing. Protection of the castle began in 1930.Today there's an art gallery established in the round
tower of Kaunas Castle. The castle is open to
tourism, and hosts occasional festivals. Plans
have been prepared for a major castle reconstruction project. Near Kaunas Castle, you can find
Kaunas Town Hall. It stands in the middle of the
Town Hall Square, at the middle of Kaunas Old
Town.
The Kaunas zoo was established in 1938. On open-
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ing day there were only 40 exhibits. These were
animals that were given as presents to biology
Professor Tadas Ivanauskas from other zoos. Within one year the number of the zoo exhibits grew
to 150. In 1958 the Kaunas zoo was given the
name of the Republic of Lithuania Zoological Garden. The Lithuanian zoo took root in a 15.9 ha
park, in which grow hundred year old oaks in the
city centre. It is made up of 11 sections and employs 130 workers. By size and number of animals
it can be equated to a mid-sized European zoo.
Kaunas Zoo is in the northern part of a public park
Oak Grove. The park covers about 63 ha. Most of
its trees are oaks ranging in age from 100 to 320
years old, but it also holds other trees. It is the
largest urban stand of mature oaks in Europe. A
valley in the park is named for a poet Adomas
Mickecius, who rested there during his days when
he was a teacher in Kaunas schools. A year later Kaunas Sports Hall, which hosted Europienbasket 1939, was established near the Oak
Grove. The park was reconstructed in 1955 and
in 1966 the Valley of Songs was installed.

Our form is 8A form. There are 32 pupils in it and
all of them study very well. Our tutor is a teacher of mathematics and we like to travel a lot. Our
class is divided into two English groups. There are
17 pupils in our English group: 5 boys and 12 girls,
you can see us in the photo. It is our English classroom. Our English teacher is Romualda Liutkuviene. Two years ago we traveled to London visiting Berlin, Paris and Brussels. We spent the
whole week in London; we stayed in the English
families and attended English lessons. We saw
many interesting places in all these capitals and
got acquainted with the customs and traditions
of these countries.
This is the church of Regeneration. During the occupation of Russia it was turned into the Radio
Factory, now it is a church again.
This is our school. Website: http://www.jablonskis.kaunas.lm.lt/

MENDEBALDEA BHI, VITORIA-GASTEIZ, BASQUE COUNTRY, SPAIN
MENDEBALDEA
(Basque Country / Spain)
Address: Donostia-San Sebastian, 3
1010 Vitoria-Gasteiz
Tel:
945 17 96 22
Fax:
945 17 96 23
Web Address: www.mendebaldea.net

School parts:
• 38 classrooms
• 3 laboratories
• 2 art rooms
• audio visuals room
• 2 technology rooms
• 4 computer rooms
• music room
• 11 digitalized rooms
• 10 seminars
• library
• assembly hall
• canteen
This is a public secondary school located in
Vitoria-Gasteiz, capital city of the Basque
Country, in a quarter called Lakua which is
not far from the city centre.
Mendebaldea was created in 1996 in a former primary education building, moving to
our new premises in 2001. The school has

700 students, among them some with special needs, aged 12-18, and 82 teachers.
All our pupils learn the different subjects in
Basque, co-official language as well as Spanish in our region.
After a four-year-compulsory period, our
students have the option to proceed with our
“bachillerato” programme for two additional years .
As languages are concerned, English is
compulsory at all levels, and both German
and French are taught as optional second foreign languages, student exchanges being
promoted and carried out.
As well as Comenius, the school is also involved in other projects dealing with environmental awareness, information and communication technologies, coexistence, and
cooperation among different sectors concerned with education.
We pay special attention to diversity in student’s capacities enabling them to attain
their educational goals.
Our school magazine is called MENDEBERRI and it’s published every term by our press
students and teachers.
Before Easter a big range of activities is organized during our Cultural Week.
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ST MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL, DOWNPATRICK,
NORTHERN IRELAND
ST MARY'S
HIGH SCHOOL
St Mary's Girls' Intermediate (as it was known
then), was opened on 8 September 1957. There
were 286 pupils enrolled and 12 teachers employed. The current Principal, Mrs Philomena
Smyth was appointed in 1998 and led the school
through another period of challenge and change
during which the school re-introduced a choice
of 'A' Level subjects to supplement the AVCE and
GNVQ courses already on offer. The curriculum has
been broadened at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4
to include Drama and Media Studies. A planned
programme of improvement of the school environment has taken place alongside the provision
of ICT resources to accommodate the demands
for courses in this area.

DOWNPATRICK
Downpatrick (from the Irish: Dún Pádraig meaning "Patrick's stronghold") is a town in County
Down in Northern Ireland, about 33 km south of
Belfast. It is the county town of Down with a rich
history and strong connection to Saint Patrick. It
had 10,316 inhabitants recorded in the 2001 Census. Downpatrick is where Down District Council has its headquarters.
As the largest town in the Lecale area, Downpatrick is a commercial, recreational and administrative centre for the locality and serves as a hub
for the nearby towns and villages. Within an hour
drive of Belfast, the location serves as a commuter
town for a large number of people. The town has
a number of primary and post-primary schools educating students from all over the east Down area.
Downpatrick is characterised by the rolling drumlins that are a feature of the Lecale area and a legacy of glaciation during the Pleistocene, the Down
drumlins themselves are underlaid by Ordovician
and Silurian shales and grits. It also has the distinction of being the lowest place on the island of
Ireland, with the marsh surrounding the north east
of the town recorded as being 1.3 ft (0.4m) below
sea level.

BRODWAY SCHOOL,
BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND
The school is located in Perry Barr, Birmingham, and consists of two campuses, one at Aston, where
Years 7 and 8 go to, and one at Perry Barr, which Years 9, 10 and 11 attend.
The whole school is currently in the middle of a 23 million pound rebuild.
Broadway school is a positive learning environment, in which we learn yet still have fun.
Broadway is a very successful school and Specialist Language College with an inclusive 'can do' attitude which supports all young people in achieving their ambitions. This is captured in our school
motto: "Our Children, Our Community, Believe it can be done!"
Whilst we want our children to succeed, we also want them to be happy, to thrive, to enjoy coming to school and to participate fully in all that we have to offer, both in lessons and in the wider
curriculum.
Our school develops, in partnership with parents, rounded, responsible, caring young adults who
contribute to the society that they live in.

Downpatrick is one of Ireland's most ancient and
historic towns. It takes its name from a dún (fort),
which once stood on the hill that dominates the
town and on which Down Cathedral stands.
Ptolemy, about the year AD 130, includes it (in latin)
as Dunum in his list of towns of Ireland. The old
name of the town was Rath Celtair named after
the fictional warrior of Ulster called Celtchar. Saint
Patrick was reputedly buried here in 461 on Cathedral Hill, within the grounds of Down Cathedral.
His grave is still a place of pilgrimage on St Patricks
Day (17 March each year). The Saint Patrick Visitor Centre in Downpatrick is purpose-built to tell
the story of St Patrick.
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List of pupils taking part in project Germany
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Mrs. Angelina Baumbach;
Mr. Albert Straub; Mrs. Kirsten Coners;
Mrs. Carina Norrenbrock;
Mrs. Carina Lindner;
Mr. Simon Hagen;
Mr. Jörn Baran;
Mrs. Stefanie Wienhold;
Mrs. Lena Brinkmann

List of students taken part in the project,
Poland
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

Natalia Workert
Klaudia Kwiatkowska
Sara Bahour
Patrycja Bednarska
Serafin Zawadzki
Maciej Łuczak
Marek Kustrzy ski
Mateusz Gryglas
Agnieszka Kłodzi ska
Justyna Perek
Paweł D browicz
Wiktoria Rybka
Julia J drzejczak
Anna Chrab szcz
Wiktor Koper
Michał Wojcieszak
Patryk Ł cki
Piotr Woszczalski
And elika Koperniak
Enrico Monti
Damian Dering
Maciej Polita ski
Justyna Kowalska

List of pupils taking part in project, Turkey
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Ahmet Acar
A. Feyza Toksel
U ur Can Uyumaz
Fırat Tari
Beliz Günel
Doruk Çetin
lker O uz
Can Sönmez
Mustafa Sakçı
B.Gizem Topçu
lay Kırveli
Fatih Ekrem Gülce
Emre Kara

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Fatih Akyar
Serkan atak
Pınar Aydın
Ecem Tüzün
T. Berke Yeniev
lke ahin
Melike Çakan
E.Meltem Önal
Ekin Budak
Ece Türker
Selin Ercan
Cansu ahin
Gökçen Nurlu
Muhammet Yurtseven
Pelin Terzio lu
Beliz Derman

List of pupils taken part in the project Lithuania
1. Gervyte Paulina
2. Juskaite Beatrice
3. Laucaityte Goda
4. Linauskaite Aiste
5. Liutkeviciute Laura
6. Mackevicius Andrius
7. Puodziute Dalia
8. Skrupskaite Auste
9. Vaiciulyte Egle
10. Virkutis Gytis
11. Vytas Laurynas
12. Borisovas Kristijonas
13. Damanskyte Gabriele
14. Giedraityte Kamile
15. Girdauskas Sarunas
16. Gruseckas Arvydas
17. Katilauskaite Ruta
18. Makareviciute Sigita
19. Martinaitis Titas
20. Mazukna Karolis
21. Milciute Jolita
22. Norvaisaite Gabija
23. Patackaite Gudruna
24. Salkauskaite Alge
25. Vilciauskaite Gabriele
26. Zalubaite Jurgita
27. Bubliauskas Andrius
28. Digryte Laura
29. Kisielius Vilius
30. Pauryte Gabriele
31. Sakavicius Zygimantas
32. Sostakaite Greta
33. Tulaite Justina
34. Valutkevicius Darius
35. Venskunaite Ieva
36. Verbickaite Ieva

Equal by law but not in reality

14

List of pupils taken part part in project Mendebaldea BHI

List of pupils taking part in project Birmingham

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15,

Kevin Alves,
Ander Aranburu
Maitane Argote
Olatz Arizmendi
Endika Boo
Jorge Caminos
María Cisneros
Alejandra Codesal
David Company
Aitor Diez de Ulzurrun
Oier Epelde,
Nahikari Fernandez de Pinedo
Einar Galilea
Rafael García
Gonzalo Jausoro
Asier Landa
Irati Lekue,
Irati López de Sosoaga
Garbiñe Lpz de Munain
Mikel Maiz
Leire Martínez
Ane Miren Pancorbo
Itsaso Pascual
Maitane Prol
Edurne Ruiz
Iñigo Ruiz de Gordejuela
Nerea Sagredo
Alazne Sainz
Natalia Suárez
Bruno Treviño
Alex Trigo
Oihane Urcelay
Yerai Vado
Eder Vallejo
Luken Vigo
Ander Villa,
Unai Zubia

List of pupils taking part in project Northern Ireland
1.
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Nicola Rogan
Sarah Dagens
Orla Holland
Danielle Magee
Joanna Quail
Catherine Braniff
Caitlin Gibney
Rebecca Curran
Louise Mc Loughlin
Jessica Ward

Homayra, Year 10 girl (Age 14)
Samiat, Year 10 girl (Age 15)
Shamima, Year 10 girl (Age 14)
Jahangir, Year 10 boy (Age 14)
Ansar, Year 10 boy (Age 14)
Sadik, Year 10 boy (Age 15)
Sahib, Year 10 boy (Age 14)
Sameer, Year 10 boy (Age 14)
Muntasir, Year 10 boy (Age 15)
Abrar, Year 10 boy (Age 14)
Ahmed, Year 10 boy (Age 14)
Faheem, Year 10 boy (Age 14)
Muttaqin, Year 12 boy (Age 17)
Sadik, Year 12 boy (Age 17)
Andrew, Year 13 boy (Age 18)
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Summaries of activities

WHAT DID WE DO DURING THE PROJECT
IN FRIESOYTHE?
Two years is a very long time. At the beginning our teachers just told us the name
of the project and the participating partners. The first thing we did was to fill out
a questionnaire about our expectations concerning the project. In a second questionnaire we had to write down, what we think about the people of the participating countries. To admit, we had some stereotypes. Our teacher sent the questionnaires to our partners.
A little while later we received a bunch of questionnaires from all the other countries. Now we saw what they think about us. They also had some stereotypes. To disprove or to prove their way of thinking, we produced a Video about the normal life
of a German student. How does it look like in Germany, what do we eat? How do we
spend our leisure time? We sent the video to our partner schools and got back their
videos. That was a lot of fun and it made us curious to get to now all of them in real
life during the future meetings. Meanwhile we used facebook and other social networks to talk to each other. There was an official webpage, too. But all of us were used
to facebook. That is why we took that communication platform. It just happened.
We had some more tasks to do. So we made a competition to design the official logo
of the project. We did research about the history of the human rights and we found
out, how they were integrated in our German constitution. With this background we
analyzed lacks of equality in our German society. We talked to teachers, we did internet researches and we read newspapers. At the end we identified the social background as an important topic. A lot of international surveys proof, that in Germany
the belonging to a social class is essential for the future of a student. We worked
on this topic and we took all our findings to our first evaluation meeting in Turkey.
We had a wonderful time in Turkey. Besides working we made new friends and
learned a lot of the Turkish culture and way of living. A lot of things are different but we have more in common. Because of a little volcano in Island we stayed a little longer in Turkey. But our Turkish friends did a lot to keep us in a good
mood. Thank you very much for everything.
Back in Germany we worked on four different topics: “Gender discrimination”,
“Disabled issues”, “Social background” and “Freedom of speech”. Again we
did a lot of research and used different sources to find information. We shared our findings with our international partners by using the internet.
The second evaluation meeting took part in Germany. So there was a lot of planning to do. We needed families to host our guests, we organized a welcome ceremony, an excursion to Bremenhaven, a treasure hunt, several working sessions
and we planned activities for the leisure time.
After an exciting week with all our European friends we had to collect all our findings and we prepared ourselves for the last mobility to Poland. It is always difficult to say goodbye but we hope that we will see us again someday. We will stay
in contact using the internet.
Two years passing by just as fast as a blink of an eye. We will miss you. We are all
Europeans and now we are all good friends.
The German team

Over the two years we
completed a plethora of
activities, ranging from
painting walls in Turkey to
planting a tree in Lithuania.
The list of activities completed
is endless, but a range of the
activities completed by each
school is given in this section.
The highlights of the project
can be picked out from the list.
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT THROUGHOUT THE PROJECT. LODZ
1. After the meeting in Northern Ireland and
England, the students were introduced to
the nature of the project. Several afterschool classes were organized in order to
advance the students’ understanding of
the project. (among others, power point
presentations prepared by Broadway
School were used)
2. Countries questionnaire (carried out twice: at the beginning of the project and at
the end)
3. Introduction questionnaire (carried out
twice: at the beginning of the project and
at the end). The aim of this procedure was
to check how students’ awareness of
the equality issues and their perception
have changed.
2a. introduction questionnaire – a comparison – to show the results and analysis
of the results.
4. Based on the issues from the countries
questionnaire, the students prepared a
short film presenting Poland. The aim of the
film was to demonstrate what Poland is
like. Obviously, some may have had some
fixed understanding of Poland, the film was
to clarify and/or change their point of view.
(issues discussed in the film: map, appearance, personality, famous people, popular
food, religion and sport)
5. A survey concerning discrimination in our
local community (students prepared questions about the most important issues that
they felt were present in our local community)
3a. results and analysis of the survey
6. We have proposed a reportage and a
survey as a means of exploring inequality
issues, to be launched by project partners
if they are willing to do so.
7. Photo show on disabilities – students
prepared a photo show on disabilities, the
aim of the show was to present what obstacles as well as architectural adjustments
disabled people come across in their
everyday life in our local community. The
photo show was presented during the me-

eting in Turkey. A school exhibition followed.
8. Posters – at one stage of the project students participating in the project were asked to gather some information on the four
topic we agreed to discuss. Their idea was
not only to prepare oral presentations of
the issues but also to prepare posters
which they presented in Germany.
9. Just after our return from Germany, the students prepared a display in our school.
10. Before the project meeting in our school
(May, 2011) students actively participated
in the organization of the event. They were
asked to suggest activities for guest students. They could vote on the ideas presented; ‘the memory game’ and ‘study cases’ won.

11. After the final project meeting in Poland
students prepared a display of the ‘symbolic bridge’ made by partner countries.

The impact:
at first, students felt a bit apprehensive towards the project as they found the vocabulary needed to discuss the project issues a bit difficult
after the introductory classes, they felt a
bit more confident, and quite a few (considering the size of the school) wanted to
participate in the project
students’ initial expectations of the project
(going to project meetings, meeting new
people) changed once they got involved
into project work; their understanding of
the project changed as well
they quite often expressed their satisfaction of the fact that they are able to do something different than regular classes
and were pleased to learn some new vocabulary
the majority of students pointed out that
they had learnt a lot about inequality issues
in their local community as well as in other
countries (they had a chance to get to
know other countries’ problems during
project meetings)
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SUMMARY OF THE ACTIVITIES DONE IN THE PROJECT
In order to introduce these issues and give a theoretic information, our philosophy teacher
worked with the students several times. The students have learned historical development of
the project and discussed the conflicts and the
problems about application of human rights decleration. Besides, in English lessons, 9 th and
10 th grade students watched the common presentation prepared by Broadway School.
In the second semester of the project, we were
very excited and happy to welcome our guests
from partner schools. We planned comman and
different activities for students and teachers. We
selected families to host the guest students. Our
arts teacher prepared a wall to be painted by

At the beginning of the project we prepared a
presentation introducing the project to inform
students, parents, school staff and graduates.
We presented it at parents’ meeting at the beginning of the school year and mailed to interest groups.
Secondly, the students in the project have
prepared their “self descriptions” and “school
introduction” to be uploded to the web-site of
the project. After that we applied “Introductory
Questionnaire” to evaluate students’ knowledge about human rights and inequality issues, their attitudes towards the subject and
their expectations from the project. We planed
to apply the same questionnaire again at the and
of the project to evaluate our progress. Also we
applied a “Countries questionnaire” to evaluate what we know about the countries in the project. Each school created a video introducing its
school, city, culture, in short living style. We watched them from the project web-site and learned more about our partners. These activities
were very useful at the beginning of the project
in order to know each other beter.
From the beginning of the project we made regular meetings with our team usually at the library or conference hall. The students were eager to work and motivated. They participated to
all activities volunterly. They worked together in

As it was planned at the beginning of the project we made a logo competition in the school. Three logos were created an we chose one
of them to represent our school at the competition between the partner schools. At the final election, Germany’s logo was selected to be
the logo of the project.
Part 2 Activities of the project was “Introduction
of themes of Human Rights, Equality and European Values”.

the students. Also, we organized a tour to introduce our city and the environment.
groups and shared resposibility. We created a
“Comenius Wall” to present the activities of the
project such as information about the objectives of the project, partner countries and schools, announcements, meetings’ photos, etc. We
regularly renewed it during the two years.

In May 2010 we took part in two exhibitions, in
zmir and in Ankara. In this exhibitions we had
chance to introduce the project to the other
schools in zmir and Turkey, parents, students,
educational staff, interest groups, local and central authorities.
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At the end of May, we made a survey to pick up the most important
equality and human rights problems in our environment. We evaluated
the questionnaire and presented the results as histograms and pie
charts. Besides, we made interview with thelawyers from Human
Rights Foundation. They explained that most of the human rights violations are generated by discrimination. Discrimination is usually according to the ethnical origins, political views, gender and economical status.
For the second year of the project four subjects were determined by
the partner schools and we began to work on them. These subjects
were “freedom of speech”, “gender discrimination”, ”discrimination
in education” and “discrimination of disabled people”. So we divided
the students in four groups and they prepared a workplan. They carried out planned activities during that term and prepared presentations before the Germany meeting. They made interviews, conducted
questionnaires, visited related organizations, made internet search,etc. At a group meeting they presented their work to the other
groups.
After the meeting in Germany, groups comleted their work. They wrote articles about ”how can we become more equal?”. They also shared and wrote about their experiences in the project. Also before the
meeting in Poland we applied introductory questionnaire and countries questionnaire again to evaluate the changes in students
thoughts and attitudes towards other countries and towards “Inequality and Human Rights.”

The meeting in Poland was the last meeting in the project and the students taking part in the project were very excited before the meeting.
Because, for most of them, it was the first time that they have been in a foreign country. For the students and the staff taking part in the project and for our school, this project has been a great experience.
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES CARRIED ON ALONG THE PROJECT
MENDEBALDEA
1. First steps
We decided to take part in this programme
because two important reasons came together: On the one hand, we found out about
the European programme called Comenius
while taking part in a course organized by
“Aulas Europeas” and some of our colleagues mentioned very positive experiences about it. On the other hand, because
we could channel an idea that we had had
in mind for quite a long time: equality as the
basic value to sustain coexistence and how
to work with it. Thus, Comenius programme
was the perfect place to channel an ideal
draft about equality.
Once we had designed a more specific
plan, we looked for other schools that would
like to join us by means of e twinning, personal relationships, institutions... As a result,
we organized a preparatory visit where
teachers from seven countries met for the
first time
in Vitoria-Gasteiz and we designed a final project which included all members´ opinions and interests. This was the beginning of a project about equality and tolerance as essential values of the European
culture. The most important aim would be to
raise students´ awareness when they would
witness any kind of inequality and develop
attitudes to defend equality and to reinforce
European citizenship and values.

Secondly, we prepared a “Countries Questionnaires” that could give the vision of
each partner about the other countries: location, appearance, character, food, leisure
time, celebrities, faith… In this way we
would spot what our mutual knowledge was
to start with. After reading answers given by
the others, each country would try to give
the correct answers to the mistakes, stereotypes etc. appeared. A good way to do it was
to produce (design, recording, assembly
and shipping for publication on the website)
a video with information about the environment, daily life and habits of students in each
country.

In our school we also decided to create our
own project blog (www.comeniusmendebaldea.blogspot.com) so as to keep our
own community and others well informed of
the activities done. This would be updated
along this school year and the following one.

Work on the subject of homophobia. Creating tests or stories related to this issue. Publication of the best in the Blog of the project.
(Sex and Emotional Education class /Alternative to Religion).

Teachers went to Downpatrick (Ireland) and
Birmingham (England) for academic school
year planning and coordination of activities.

Collective reading and analysis through
questionnaires and discussions of the book
by Miguel Vazquez Freire "What About Human Rights"(English and History classes)

Then, we launched the logo contest. Each
partner conducted an internal competition
to select the best logo of the project. Subsequently, we voted to select the best logo
among all partners, being chosen the one
presented by Germany.

2.1. Classroom activities during 200910 school year:

First of all, we had to organize a series of activities to get to know each other since we
were working together seven schools from
seven countries. We wrote an introduction
of our school together with a photo and we
uploaded them on the project webpage
(www.equalbylaw.eu). Also, students wrote
a self-introduction (name, age, family, town,
friends, hobbies …) and, together with
their individual photo, were sent to the
webpage.

Preparation of an exhibition of fundamental
rights in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. The students designed a series of panels that were exposed during the cultural
week held at school in late March. (History,
English, Computers classes).

Next, countries questionnaires were answered again so as to assess how much they
had learned from each other after watching
the videos. These are on the webpage.

Teachers and students trip to Turkey: Teachers assessed and planned activities. Student
presented their work done at each school.

2. 2009-2010 school year:

Analysis of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Ethics class)

Analysis of the French Declaration of Rights
of Man and Citizen and the Bill of Rights of
Virginia (History class).
Human rights' history: background, classification, different generations of rights, analysis and study of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and its current effect. Relationship between the development of Human Rights and the construction of Europe.
(History class).

Writing an essay or a story about the general theme of "Equality and Human Rights"
by each student participant in a group The
text was written in Spanish and the best ones
were published in the Blog (Spanish Language
class).
Each student also wrote a poem: again, on
the general theme of "Equality and Human
Rights". The poems were written in Euskera
and the best ones were published in the Blog
(Basque Language class).
Detection of points of inequality and violations of human rights in the community. The
group of students developed a questionnaire
that was subsequently passed by each of
them to ten people in their environment (English and history classes)
Identifying points of inequality or human
rights violations in the community. The students did an activity involving the search for
information on NGOs working in some way
on behalf of human rights, contacting and
interviewing them and developing small reports on their activities (Ethics classes)
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Writing the brief final report "Analysis of Human
Rights Situation in Our Own Community" to be
sent to all partners. This report will be used as
a starting point to begin work next year.

3. 2010-2011 School year
Trip to Lithuania: Two teachers met the teachers from other countries to assess activities
done during last school year. We also defined
main objectives and activities for this school
year. All schools would analyse four topics connected with equality within their own community: Freedom of speech, social background
and education, handicapped people and equality and gender equality.
Webpage, Blog and Comenius Corner: They
were continuously updated so as to keep the
community informed of our project.
Articles and interviews published in the school
magazine “Mendeberri”
Trip to Germany: Two teachers and ten students
went to Friesoythe. Teachers met to assess
work done and plan end of project activities.
Students worked in international groups about
one of the topics and presented their conclusions to the others.
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Photo contest: After writing the rules, looking
for sponsors, establishing prizes and publishing
it, students could present original photos and
a title connected to them based on the four topics of equality.
Photo contest exhibition: First three awarded
photos together with some others were shown
during the cultural week organized at school.

"Aska gaitezan" malkoz esan zenidan” (Nahikari
Fernandez de Pinedo; Photo Contest first prize)

Trip to Poland: Three teachers and eight students travelled to Lodz. While teachers assessed
worked done and decided main points about final publication, students answered questions
about Poland, worked on several case studies
on topics, prepared a symbolic act etc.

Final publication: Preparation of a guideline and
collection of material.

3.1. Classroom activities during 2010-11
school year:
Team work:
Students got into different groups to research
on one of the above mentioned topics. They
analysed laws connected with the topics. They
also spotted, summarized and translated news
related to the topics. Next, they interviewed
people who worked in associations in favour of
equality and they transcribed and translated the
interviews into English. Finally, they wrote all
conclusions drawn out of the research.(English,
History classes)
Students wrote about their host families in Germany. These writings were displayed at the
Comenius Corner (English class)
Students wrote an essay in Basque language
about how to be more equal. The best ones
were translated into English. (Basque, English
classes)
Students wrote a reflection on equality (Phylosophy class)

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES CARRIED ON ALONG THE PROJECT
(KAUNAS JONAS JABLONSKIS GYMNASIUM, LITHUANIA)
When the pupils learnt about the project, they were very surprised and
happy. This was the first time they could
participate in such international project
and a big challenge to the pupils and
their teachers.
At first some pupils were sceptic, but
after reading some special literature
about human rights and famous people who fought for human rights, they
changed their attitude towards this important question. The pupils filled in the
countries questionnaire and „Equal by
Law“ introduction questionnaire at
the beginning of the project and they
repeated it at the end of it. The results
of the second questionnaires were
much better and they show that the
pupils have learnt much about human
rights and the equality.
There was organised the competition
of the logo of the project and the competition of the poster, so the pupils
could show their drawing skills and creativity. The pupils made little projects
on human rights and equality and at the
end of the project they wrote little es-

says „How can we become more
equal?“, so they could show their skills
of the English language and how they
can express their ideas in the foreign
language.
The pupils worked in groups preparing
the tasks for the project meetings, they
even created short films. They became more active, more responsible,
there linged a very creative atmosphere and competative spirit during all
the process. The pupils tried to do their
best because they wanted to travel to
other countries to meet their friends
with whom they previously had interacted only via the Internet. It was
rather difficult to choose which pupils
to take to the project meetings.
The pupils liked the journeys very
much as during them they could learn
more about the countries (the project
participants), their customs and traditions as they could live in the families,
so they even got acquainted with the
national food. Our pupils made friends
with the pupils of other countries and
they will continue their friendship

through the letters, the Internet and
even new visits.
In autumn 2010 the project meeting
took place in our school and the pupils
tried to help as much as they could. The
guests and the teachers of our school
planted the friendship tree (an oak) in
the school yard which will remind of the
project meeting. The pupils took care
of the friendship tree and they are very
happy that it has turned green in
spring.
I am very happy that the pupils feel
more confident in many fields now.
This spring they participated in the
pupils’ conference of Kaunas “We ex-
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as possible. The project raised the
pupils’ awareness of all kinds of inequality, stimulated the interest of
European languages, promoted the
values for a European citizenship.

plore the world – we discover ourselves” presenting the presentation
on our project and spreading our experience among the pupils of Kaunas.

pectations have fully come true.

The project „Equal in Law but not in
reality“ was very useful for the
pupils. They worked in groups or
teams and have developed collective
way of working while writing various
reports and even creating short
videos. This school year there were
some changes in our project group
and some new pupils joined it. All the
pupils were very active and their ex-

Though at the beginning of the project some pupils were rather sceptic and indifferent, now they are very
happy that they have participated in
it. Working in groups made them
confident, improved the knowledge
of the English language. The project
taught them to work in groups, developed the sense of responsibility
to do everything on time and as well

The pupils had a good motivation for
learning; they have developed the
language skills, enriched their English
vocabulary, and even German vocabulary, because most of them
learn German as a second foreign
language. They have developed their
speaking skills and communication
skills; they have found many good
friends. All the students had an exciting experience and would like to
participate in some other international project.

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES CARRIED ON ALONG
THE PROJECT COMENIUS IN ST MARYS
The first visit by all the teachers involved in
the Comenius Project took place in St
Mary’s High School, Downpatrick, Northern
Ireland in September 2009. The activities
planned in St Marys during that trip kickstarted the project and the series of tasks
planned then would see the project take
shape for the next two years.
The Comenius Project in St Marys was delivered through GCSE Learning for Life and
Work. A Year 11 group (now Year 12) participated and ten of this group volunteered
to work on the project at lunchtime on
Wednesdays over the two year period. The
title of the project ‘Equal by law but not in
reality’ initiated a series of tasks which were
completed over the duration of the project.

Questionnaires designed by the teaching
team were distributed and completed by
the students at the outset of the project. As
expected the student’s knowledge of their
European peers in Lithuania, Poland, Germany, Turkey, Spain and even Birmingham
was limited. A video entitled ‘a day in the
life of’ was completed by a student in each
country and so began the process of getting
to know each other. Students completed
profiles of themselves which were posted
to a dedicated website and suddenly similarities were beginning to develop.
In the Learning for Life and Work classes St
Mary’s students investigated the whole area
of Human Rights, focussing on basic Human
Rights and the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights. Armed with their knowledge
the students began examining the Human
Rights in their own countries and looking at
breaches of those rights. Recovering from
over 30 years of ‘The Troubles’ the students
soon realised breaches of human rights
with regard to religion, education and equality of opportunity. In investigating ethnic
groups such as the travelling community
and immigrants the students identified
racism and inequality. In examining working conditions the students also found examples of sex discrimination and
inequalities in pay and conditions. Legislation was then examined in detail through
their Learning for Life and Work classes
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES. WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED DURING
THE COMENIUS PROJECT! BROADWAY SCHOOL

I n the beginning we didn’t really know a lot
about any of the countries who were part of
the project. We found it difficult to name famous people from each of the countries and
didn’t know much about their culture. We
knew a little about our Human Rights from our
Guidance lessons and our general knowledge. Over the last two years we have all
learned lots of different things and most importantly we have really enjoyed ourselves.
The students who
visited Turkey
learned a lot about
their famous leader Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk and his
part in gaining independence for
Turkey. When they
returned
they
were also able to
tell us all about the
problems that other students though were important in their country. We were all excited to
know about their experiences and what the
other students were like. We learned that the
Irish and the Turkish in particular loved to
dance, party and entertain.
We then set to work to learn a little more about
our own community. We created our own
questionnaire which we shared with different
people in the community at a fundraiser held

at our school. This showed us that people were
more concerned about human rights violations
than we had first thought! In particular it
showed us that our community were concerned about their right to privacy. This was not
something we had thought about initially and
so it gave us something new to research! We
also found that problems of freedom of
speech are still an issue in places like Lithuania and Germany who have problems with
their political parties. We found that although
it appears that we have freedom of speech,
this is sometimes limited by what people might
think of our opinions.
Miss Doherty and Miss Le Claire went to
Lithuania as the next part of the project and
returned to tell us all about it! We found their
trip to Parliament very interesting, especially
the different laws that Lithuania has. We
learned that they do not have as many protected rights as we do, in our country you are
able to marry anyone but this is limited in
Lithuania, abortion is also illegal in Lithuania.
We learned that a lot of the laws in Lithuania
are limited because of its religious background.
The teachers were very keen to tell us all about
‘teacher day’ which is celebrated in Lithuania.
At the beginning of the year we started to look
at the different topics which we uploaded on
to the website. We researched the issues of
disabilities, gender discrimination, social in-

equality as well as problems of the freedom
of speech. We discovered that Britain does do
a great deal to help us to live equally. However
the issue of education is becoming more difficult because of new tuition fees.
All of our hard work went with the team to Germany in February. When the team returned
they had learned lots more about our key topics from the other countries. In particular we
found out that in Poland there is not a lot of
access for people with disabilities, this is
very different as we have lots to make sure
that people are treated equally. They were also
able to tell us about some of the amazing facilities in the German school. The boys were
really impressed by the garage that is in the
school and all of the practical classes that take
place.
Our students really enjoyed their time in Germany, they learned how to play foosball and
even brought back a table to teach us all.
The most important lesson that we have
learned is that all of the students in the different schools are very similar. Those who have
been on the visits have enjoyed meeting other students, learning about the music they like,
the sport they do and of course the programmes they watch! They have also taught
us lots about our human rights and this has
made us thankful for all the right we do have
and determined to act on those which are limited.
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Reports on the meetings
VITORIA GASTEIZ
Preparatory Visit
January 2009
From 14th to 16th January in
2009, we met in BHI Mendebaldea to design and present the
project. This was not our first
contact. The initial project had
been conceived in 2008. Then,
throughout the year 2009, we
maintained email and telephone
contacts with many European
centres. Finally, seven schools
from different countries decided
to join and meet together in Vitoria for a "preparatory visit" to
draft the project.
Although various circumstances
prevented our colleagues from
Poland and Lithuania from attending the preparatory visit, they
also signed the project later.
So the meetings of the preparatory visit began with the presence of delegations from Northern Ireland, England, Germany and Turkey at the
host BHI Mendebaldea school from Spain.
Everything was still to be done and we were starting to know each other. Therefore,
the sessions were many and very long and the work hard. Finally, on January 16th
we got finished with the broad outlines of the final draft.
None of the teachers we met had previously participated in a Comenius project, so
been able to complete the project successfully was a great pleasure for all of us.
But it was not all work. There was also some time for leisure: Apart from visiting the
school, we also walked the town, including the interesting medieval centre where
we visited the Old Cathedral. This temple is famous for the way to show their restoration work under the slogan "Open for Repairs." We could also see the so-called
New Cathedral.
Also the food had its place! We were in the Basque Country, weren’t we? The occasion deserved it and we met for dinner at a restaurant that occupies one of the
oldest buildings in town. There, we had a chance to taste different specialities of
Basque cuisine.
And almost without noticing it, we ran out of time. It was a very nice though short
experience that left us all with the hope and the desire to meet again. Next time we
would get together with our students in Izmir.

Every meeting for the
Comenius project ‘Equal By
Law – But Not in Reality?’ was
held in a different partner
country. The meetings held in
Birmingham, Spain, Northern
Ireland and Lithuania were
planning meetings for teachers
only. The other meetings were
held in Turkey, Germany and
Poland and involved both
teachers and students. Each
meeting was special for
different reasons, and so a
report is given for each
meeting to highlight the
wonderful experiences which
participants enjoyed on each
occasion.
Working together in each of
the countries for a few days
has been a very important
experience for both teachers
and students. Visiting schools,
preparing activities, sharing
projects, assessing what had
been done so far and planning
for the future have been key
elements in our meetings.
Moreover, living with families
in some of the host countries,
visiting cities, towns and
museums from each area have
help us to understand each
others´ cultures.
Therefore, we have included a
summary of all the meetings in
the following pages.
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REPORT ON VISIT TO ENGLAND

Date: Wednesday 29th September 2010 – Friday 1st October 2010
Location: Aston, Birmingham
After two days of hard work and play in Northern Ireland the
group took a flight to Birmingham for the next leg of the project. We took refuge in some city centre apartments at The
Arcadian, in the Chinatown region of the city. This was the
perfect location to explore the city and learn a little bit about
the ‘English’ culture. During the visit we completed work at
the local City Learning Centre and took a tour around the temporary accommodation which our school was within at the
time as a new school was being built. The highlights of the
visit were the appearance of the Lord Mayor of Birmingham
at Broadway School and the tour of the Aston Villa Football
Ground, which is at the centre of the school community.
The visit of the Lord Mayor of Birmingham was a special day
for both our school and the visiting Comenius partners. A special drama presentation was put on by our drama students
based around conflict resolution and human rights. This was
very powerful and left everyone feeling very positive about
the purpose of our project.
The visit to Aston Villa Football Ground provided a more lighthearted end to the visit. We took a tour of the ground, with
behind the scenes access to the TV studios, player’s rooms
and the actual pitch. A meal was then prepared by some local trainee chef’s for us to enjoy the evening at the ground.
Broadway School were very happy to have been host to our
Comenius partners and would extend their welcome back
to any time in the future!!
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ST MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL DOWNPATRICK

In September 2009, St Mary’s High School Downpatrick, Northern Ireland hosted the first planning meeting of the Comenius Project. All the
teachers in the schools involved travelled to Northern Ireland and were
guests of the Burrendale Hotel, Newcastle Co Down.
The principal Philomena Smyth welcomed all the schools and staff and
wished everyone a very successful planning meeting. A lot of the work
of the project had been completed at the Preparatory meeting in Spain
in January 2009 but some of the schools had not attended that meeting.
The plan for the first year of the project was started and a host of activities for the students to get involved in was also completed.
Irish dancers, St Mary’s
students Shauna and
Joanna

During the visit to Downpatrick the teachers had a tour of the town and
were entertained by the school’s Irish Dancers.
Some of the teachers got a chance to do Irish Dancing which proved
to be more difficult that it looked.

Teachers at the first planning

The Spanish and Germans try some Irish Dancing.

Following the short meeting in Downpatrick delegates left for a short
flight to Birmingham where the planning was completed.
It was a rather short visit to Northern Ireland but hopefully teachers
got a flavour of our culture and country.
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“EQUAL BY LAW BUT NOT IN REALITY” PROJECT MEETING IN TURKEY-ZMIR
“Equal By Law But Not In Reality” Project Meeting In Turkey- zmir
The third meeting of our project was
held in zmir on 14-16 th April 2010. Also
the meeting was important in the sense
that it was the first meeting with students. Thus, both our students and the
guest students were very excited.
On 13 th April, our guests arrived at different times of the day and they are
placed to the hotel and near the host
families. There was an openning ceremony in the morning on, 14 th April. All
of our students and teachers, together
with local Educational Principal who is
responsible from the projects, were present at the ceremony. After the ceremony, students of each school introduced themselves and presented what
they had done so far. At the end of the
presentations, a school tour was arranged in small groups. The ice-breaking activities were also very useful for
students to know each other better. In
the afternoon we made a small city tour
including Old Castle, Agora, Etnography
Museum and Old Bazaar.
The next day, there was a workshop for
students. They worked in groups and examined

human rights in their countries and all
over the world. The groups prepared
power point
presentations and showed their slides
to others. After the lunch at school, the
students had chance to reflec their
thoughts and perceptions about human
rights via wall painting. The wall painting activity was relaxing and enjoyable.
Besides, it has remained as a nice
memory of this meeting on our school’s
wall. During these activities, the teachers had also evaluation and planning
meetings at the library.
At the last day of the meeting, with our
students and our guests, we visited ancient city Ephesus, a small touristic village irince and Virgin Mary’s House. The
whole meeting flew fast and each activity was finished on time, as planned.
The only problem was the volcanic
eruption in Iceland, which prevented
turning back on time.

From the students’ point of view…
lke and Ecem: When our guest came,
we were very excited. Our guest arrived
in Izmir at

different times of the day. They stayed
at our friends’ houses. The whole fun
and work started on the following day.
All of us have done our presentations.
Ice-breaking activities helped us to get
closer. All we have done wasn’t only entertaining. We were divided into groups
to study. The groups researched about
the topics they chose and shared them
with us.
We realized that we have common
problems about human rights in our
countries. The
general problems were about; gender,
education, telling opinions easily and
disabled people. There has never been
an equality as people said. And we realized that we should learn more. All
these went too fast. Maybe that’s because we had so much fun. All of the
students learned about other countries’ life style. Everybody was so friendly. We realized that although we were
from different cultures, we enjoyed
being together. Whatever happens, we
are all human.
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THE INTERNATIONAL PROJECT MEETING IN KAUNAS, LITHUANIA
OCTOBER 5-8, 2010
12 guests (teachers) arrived to participate in the project meeting: two teachers from Spain, three teachers from Germany,
three teachers from Turkey, two teachers from England, one
teacher from Northern Ireland and one from Poland.
The 5th of October – the first day
The meeting began in the morning. The 5th of October is the
Teacher’s Day in Lithuania, so the guests could see how our
school celebrates it. The teachers were taken round the
school and the opening ceremony began in the concert hall
of the school. Then the guests visited the school museum,
planted the friendship tree (an oak) in the school yard. Later we had workshops in the school library. In the evening we
had a festal supper in the restaurant.
In the opening ceremony the guests were honoured by Vice
Mayor of Kaunas Mrs. Loreta Kekiene, Deputy head of Kaunas Education Department Mrs. Ona Visockiene.

The 6th of October – the second day
All the participants of the International Project went to the
capital of Lithuania – Vilnius. They visited the Parliament of
Lithuania and had an impressive meeting with the Member
of Parliament – Mrs. Ausrine Pavilioniene. It was interesting
to discuss various questions of human rights. Then we had
the city tour in Vilnius, visited the Gediminas castle, the Cathedral, had a nice walk in the Old Town of Vilnius, and tasted
the Lithuanian national dishes. On the way back to Kaunas
the participants visited the first historical capital of Lithuania – Trakai and its beautiful old castle, surrounded by the
lakes on all sides.

31

The 7th of October - the third day
The third day was also busy – the workshops, discussions
on the following meetings in Germany and Poland. In the
evening we had our farewell party at the restaurant where
the teachers had an opportunity to continue their discussions
and to learn more about the culture of different countries.

Equal by law but not in reality

The 8th of October – the fourth day
The fourth day of the project meeting was allotted to the
sightseeing of Kaunas. The participants started the excursion at the confluence where the 2 longest rivers of Lithuania, the Nemunas and the Neris, meet. Then they visited the
old Town of Kaunas, walking along the beautiful narrow
streets and stopping at the most famous places of interest,
such as the Vytautas Church, the Thunder House, Town Hall,
the Cathedral Church, etc. The final spot of sightseeing was
the famous pedestrian street, Laisves Aleja (The Avenue of
Freedom) which is very popular among the citizens of Kaunas.
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COMENIUS PROJECT
DIARY OF THE MEETING IN FRIESOYTHE 22ST . FEBRUARY – 25TH / 26TH 2011
Monday 21st of February 2011
After a long time of planning we finally could welcome our guests in
Friesoythe. Everybody was excited to meet friends and to make new
ones.
After a long trip the guests were glad to be picked up by the host families or to find a nice place to stay in the hotel.

Tuesday 22nd of February 2011
After getting up early the day started with official welcome ceremony.
Our headmaster Mr. Dr. Pancratz, the Members of Parliament Mr. Bley
and Mrs. Geuter, the Mayer of Friesoythe Mr. Wimberg and the pupils
representative Mrs. Dembowski held a speech to welcome our guest
and to appreciate the project.
We enjoyed a little walk from the place of the ceremony to the Scheefenkamp, one of our school locations.
There we made an interesting visit of the various departments where
the students are teached in different subjects of technical, social and
feeding education. And, more important, we had lunch which, by the
way, was made by students. As we are always interested in a healthy
way of living we gave our guests the advantage to get rid of unwanted
pounds pay talking part in a treasure hunt. The teachers got coffee and
cookies to prepare the working sessions of the students. Obviously
their health is not that important .

ciety in everyday life)
3. Gender discrimination – is this found in every part of society?
4. Should we all have the freedom of speech? (E.g. should there respect for all political ideas?)
First we talked about what we have done concerning to the topic before the meeting in Germany. We tried to summarise the main aspects
for a final presentation and discussed problems and solutions.

After a buffet prepared by the host families we had the opportunity to
talk freely, to play games or to do what ever we wanted to do.

Before ending our busy working day by playing games and having nice
talks, we presented our results in discussed them in front of all the
members of the project. Language problems some times made this
difficult.

Wednesday 23rd of February 2011

Friday 25th of February 2011

What a fun. We made a nice excursion to Bremerhaven. That is a city
with a big port where we took a boat to see the harbour and the commercial activities that took place, there. For example we saw the shipment of cars and other products as the beginning for there long trip
around the world.

First we needed to finish the last presentations. Than we gave our attention to the following meeting in Poland. What do we have to think
of? What is important for the final publication? And so on. Finally it was
time to say goodbye and to thank our guests for the wonderful week.
We hope you enjoyed it, like we did. Hi!! Come back, soon!!!!

Than we had time on our own to explore the city which is also famous
for its museums. We picked the “Auswanderhaus” (German emigration
center) to learn more about emigration, the reasons, problems and
perspectives. This was very exciting for us and made us thinking about
our own future.
Finishing this, we drove to Oldenburg where we had a guided tour
through the city centre and where we had dinner.

Thursday 24th of February 2011
Working session!!!! We came together in intercultural groups and worked on our topics. These are the following:
1. Social background and the inequalities in education
2. Disabled issues (mentally and physically: are the excepted by so-
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REPORT OF THE MEETING IN POLAND

Report of the meeting in Poland.

ners had lunch in places of their own choice.

The meeting in Łódź, Poland took place between 4th – 6th May, 2011.
Due to different flight schedules some partners arrived a bit earlier/later.

In the afternoon, we visited Łazienkowski Park, where the guests could
see the Palace on the Island as well as some other tourists attractions
(e.g. Fryderyk Chopin’s monument, unfortunately only the Turkish team
managed to visit the monument).

Wednesday, 4th May
All the partner counties met in the patio (on the school premises) at 10
o’clock. A short welcoming ceremony took place where all the guests
were welcomed. Some Polish students prepared presentations about
Łódź and Poland to give our partners a brief perspective on our
country. (due to extensive sunlight we had to change locations from
the patio to a lecture hall).
Just after 12 o’clock we visited the proper school (our school is very
small and it is only located on one floor of the building). Additionally, on
May 4th the final examination of our last year students took place, and
so we were only able to enter the floor between approximately 12.00
and 13.00.
13.00 – 14.00 lunch, on school premises, provided by a catering company
After lunch two simultaneous events took place. Firstly, the teachers
attended a working session (details in the minutes from the meeting,
prepared by the project coordinator). Secondly, students participated
in activities organised by Polish teachers (the tasks involved the 4 main
issues discussed in the project, students received study cases, they
were to choose one or more and provide a solution to the problem;
they could present their solution in any form they wished: a role-play,
a speech, a poster, etc.). see the attached document (case study)
In the afternoon, the whole group participated in a city tour (partners
from Northern Ireland joined the group, they couldn’t come earlier due
to flight schedule). The first point of the tour was a reconstructed 19th
century Łódź. Unfortunately, due to quite early closing hours we were
unable to see The Museum of Textiles and the White Factory. A walk
along the main street of the city (Piotrkowska Street) followed.
Participants had free time at their disposal.

Thursday, 5th May
Trip to Warsaw, the capital city of Poland.
We gathered at 8 o’clock in from of the hostel where the partners
were accommodated (rather than in front of the school building). The
way, as expected took approximately 2,5 hours. Unfortunately, we had
to take some bumpy side roads rather than the motorway, which was
a bit of a nuisance.
We started off with a visit to The Palace of Culture and Science (Pałac
Kultury i Nauki) in the heart of the city where we could admire the panorama of the city.
Later, we continued with the city tour, we visited the Saski Garden, Piłsudskiego Square, the Old Town and The New Town. After that, part-

Later on we returned to Łódź, guests had dinner at the hostel (or any
other place of their choice).

Friday, 6th May
Two simultaneous events took place in the morning (9 o’clock). Teachers participated in a working session (details in the minutes from
the meeting, prepared by the project coordinator). Students participated in activities prepared by Polish teachers. There was a slight change
in the agenda, as the German partners had to leave immediately after
the working session. Rather than starting off with a game for students,
the students first participated in the ‘symbolic act’. Students (and teachers who joined the symbolic act after the working session) all received pieces of wood. Using paints or markers, the students were
asked to present ideas they associated with the project and equality.
At a later stage, the pieces of wood were connected with a rope and
put up in the patio. The aim of the ‘symbolic act’ was to create equality bridge, symbolising the project.
After that, a memory game for the students was carried out. They were
to solve a mystery by gathering information about a missing item. To
do so, they had to interview people involved in the game.
13.00 – 14.00 lunch, on school premises, provided by a catering company
In the afternoon the second part of the city tour took place. After a
walk along Pomorska Street, we got to The Liberty Circus, one of the
city’s most recognisable places. Later on, we got to Manufaktura, a
shopping and cultural centre, where the participants had some free
time.
In the evening, the teachers participated in an official farewell dinner
at Revelo restaurant, students were provided with dinner at the hostel.
Saturday, 7th May; Sunday, 8th May
The departure of the guests.
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Countries questionnaires
We thought it was very
necessary to develop a
questionnaire to assess how
much we knew each other
because seven different
countries were working on the
same project and we had to
get to know together well
enough.
First, we prepared the same
questionnaire for all countries
and students had to answer it.
Then, each country had to give
its right answers recording a
video which would show how
we lived in our own countries.
Finally, students had to answer
the same questionnaire again
to check how much they had
learned after watching the
videos of the rest of the
countries. This proved to be a
fun activity but it also
highlighted a number of
misconceptions and
inaccuracies that existed in
people’s thoughts about
different places.
The following pages show the
questionnaire and conclusions
that we drew after watching
these videos.
To watch them go to our
common project webpage.
We thought it would be a good
idea to run this questionnaire
again at the end of the project
to see if people’s thoughts and
opinions had changed.

Find the following countries on the map below. Write the number in the
correct country

1 Ireland, 2 Germany, 3 Spain, 4 Lithuania, 5 Poland, 6 England, 7 Turkey
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Describe what a person from
each of the following countries
would look like. (Comment on
hair, colour, size, general appearance, eye colour etc)
Lithuania Blond-haired (9)
Blue-eyed (7)
Tall (7)
Fair-skinned (5)
Brown or blond-haired (5)
Ireland

Poland

Blond-haired (11)
Red-haired (6)
Blue-eyed (5)
Fair-skinned (5)
Small (4)
Fair-skinned (8)
Fair-haired (8)
Tall (4)
Blue-eyed (4)

Germany Blond-haired (9)
Red-haired (5)
Blue-eyed (5)
Fair- skinned (5)
Tall (5)
Turkey

Dark, tan (14)
Dark-haired (7)
Dark-eyed (5)
Brown-eyed (4)
Tall (4)

England Fair-haired (10)
Blue-eyed (5)
Fair-skinned (4)
Use 3 adjectives to describe a person
from each of the following countries.
Mentioned Adjectives:
Lithuania Nice (2)
Beautiful (1)
Quiet (1)
Friendly (1)
Serious (1)
Cheerful (1)
Ireland

Friendly (2)
Strong (1)
Cheerful (1)
Talkative (1)

Poland

Nice (1)

Germany Funny (1)
Courageous (1)
Strong (1)
Friendly (1)
Open-minded (1)
Set (1)
Turkey

Nice (2)
Friendly (2)
Open-minded (1)
Quiet (1)

England Nice (2)
Funny (1)
Courageous (1)
Attractive (1)

Name a famous person from:
Lithuania Arvidas Macijauskas (6)
Simas Jasaitis (3)
Ireland

James O’Hara (5)
Blair (2)

Poland

Darek (7)
Karol Woytila (3)
Kubica (2)
Maran Gortat (1)

Germany Ballack (6)
Angela Merkel (2)
Klose (2)
Tokio Hotel (2)
Heidi Glum (1)
Nowitzki (1)
Turkey

Nihat (7)
Serkan Erdogan (4)
Turkoglu (1)

England David Beckam (9)
Gerrard (3)
Prince Harry (3)
Rooney (2)
The Queen (1)
Shakespeare (1)
Hamilton (1)
Sid Vicius (1)

What is the main religion in the following countries?
Lithuania Christianity (9)
Protestantism (3)
Catholicism (2)
Ireland

Christianity (6)
Protetantism (5)
Catholicism (4)

Poland

Christianity (8)
Catholicism (2)
Protestantism (1)

Germany Christianity (8)
Protestantism (3)
Lutheranism (2)
Orthodox Church (2)
Catholicism (1)
Turkey

Islam (16)
Christianity (1)

England Christianity (9)
Anglicanism (7)
Protestantism (3)
Catholicism (1)

What is the most popular sport?
Lithuania Basketball (9)
Football (3)

What is the most popular food in
each of the following countries?

Ireland

Rugby (16)
Football (3)

Poland

Football (6)
Basketball (3)

Lithuania Fish (1)
Ireland

Poland

Hamburgers (3)
Potatoes (4)
Beer (3)

Germany Football (14)

Meat (1)

Turkey

Germany Sausages (18)
Hamburgers (1)
Turkey

Kebab (18)
Cuscus (1)

England Fish and Chips (15)
Roast-beef (1)
Fish (1)
Cheese Cake (1)
Sandwiches (1)
Potatoes (1)
Cofee (1)

Basketball (5)
Football (5)

England Football (18)
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Countries´ questionnaire: summary and conclusions
SUMMARY

SOME CONCLUSIONS:

Find the countries on the map below:

Countries on the map:

Nearly all students got them right; two of them made a mistake with
Lithuania and one of them with Poland.

There is a much better knowledge of the location of countries on the
map because the number of mistakes now is very low compared to
questionnaires done before. Most mistakes were with England, Poland,
Turkey and Lithuania. Now there is not any mistake with England or
Turkey, just one with Poland (mistaken for Belorrusia) and two with
Lithuania (mistaken for Estonia).

Describe what a person fron each country look like:
Descriptions of people from Lithuania, Germany and Turkey coincide a
lot: Lithuanian people are seen as tall, slim, blonde haired and blue
eyed. About German people, most students describe them as tall,
strong, blonde-haired and blue-eyed. Turkish are seen as dark brownhaired,brown-eyed and dark-skinned.

About physical and character descriptions:

However, about Polish, Irish or English they have more diverse descriptions: Polish are seen as tall or short, blue or green-eyed but most
of them are considered blonde-haired.
Irish are seen as of average height or short, blue or green eyed, blonde,
red, brown or dark-haired. The English are seen as tall or short, brown
or blue-eyed, blonde, brown or black-haired.

Some students have not travelled yet to any of the countries so they
still have a standard view of each country. However, some others have
been to Izmir or Friesoythe where they have met people from there
and students from England, Northern Ireland, Lithuania and Poland. So
these students have had a direct contact and their descriptions will
also be based on this experience. And their comments will have also
changed other students` views.

Adjectives to describe a person from each country:

Famous people:

Most repeated adjectives to describe people from all the countries are
nice, funny and talkative. Particularly Lithuanian people are considered
to be responsible, serious, intelligent, bossy, cold and polite. Irish are
also seen as generous. Polish are also considered to be sweet, kind
and polite. And English people are seen as serious, cold and unkind.

Still, most famous are identified through the mass media: sports, cinema and music. Some names have changed depending on situations
such as new players in the Spanish competitions, new films or hits.
However, they have mentioned other characters they have known at
school or when travelling. This could be the case of Ataturk.

Famous people from each country:

Popular food:

Most mentioned people from countries are sportmen and sportwomen,
actors and actress and singers. Apart from those, there some others:
From Ireland, St. Patrick. From Poland John Paul II and Copernico. From
Germany Benedicto XVI, Angela Merkel and Einstein. From Turkey,
Ataturk.

Some countries´most typical food is mentioned a lot either because
they learned about them at school, case of England with fish and chips
and Ireland with Irish stew or either bacause it is popular and they can
find it in Spain, case of Turkey with kebab and Germany with sausages,
potatoes and beer. However some of them also mention typical food
such as lettuce in Lithuania or chukrut in Germany or potatoes beans
or soup in Poland out of their own experiences or beliefs. Main religion:

Most popular food in each country:
About popular food, most mentioned are sausages and potatoes for
Germany, kebab for Turkey, fish and chips for England and Ireland and
Irish stew for Ireland. Apart from this potatoes, sausages and lettuce for
Lithuania; potatoes, soup and beans for Poland; chukrut and beer for
Germany and roast beef and tin loaf for England.

They have quite a good knowledge of religions in each country. Nobody
wrote about a religion which would be absolutely out of place in any of
the countries.
Main sport:

Main religion in each country:
For our students, Lithuanian people are Catholic or Christian. Irish people are Catholic. Poland people are Catholic or orthodox; German people are Catholic or Protestant; Turkish people are Islamic; English
people are Anglican.
Most popular sport:
Our students said that most popular sport in Lithuanis was basketball.
In Ireland, football, cricket, rugby and gaellic football. In Poland, football
and snowboard. In Germany, football and waterpolo. In Turkey, football
and baketball. In England football, basketball and rugby.

They are fairly well informed about sports in each country as well. Basketball would not be the correct one for England or cricket for Ireland
and we could not be sure about snowboard for Poland.
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Reports on local human rights

Human Rights in our Community
(Birmingham)
Aim:
The aim of our report is to outline the results of an investigation in to
human rights in our community. We were hoping to examine what people in the community know about their human rights and what they feel
had the biggest impact on the local community, the city and the country as a whole.

Process:
As a group we came up with a list of issues that we felt were impacting on the local community, the city and the country as a whole. We came
up with a great number of problems but felt that, in order to make the
report more meaningful, it would be best to narrow down the number
of issues to the five that we felt were most pressing. We discussed the
people who we felt should be interviewed and decided to seek the opinions of teachers, students, parents and friends in the community. We felt
that by concentrating on these groups we would have a good range of
age, ethnicity and class, making the report more representative.
During a community charity event we presented on our project so far
and were able to use the opportunity to ask people to fill in our questionnaires.

Our findings:

Human rights became the
major focus of the Comenius
project ‘Equal by Law – But Not
in Reality?’ As students
continued their studies on the
project they became more
aware of the issues that
existed in their own countries,
and in other places around
Europe. In this section you can
see a range of reports written
by students about the human
rights issues that were
prevalent in the partner
countries of this project.
At the end of the 2009-2010
academic year, each school
presented a report on the
results of studies on the
human rights situation in each
community. This was the
result:

Equal by law but not in reality

Conclusions:
From our findings we found that most people were concerned about the risk to human rights based on gender.
However from the conversations we had with those who
filled in the questionnaires it was interesting to note that
they were most animated about the right to privacy. Many
people felt that the community was at risk of losing their
right to privacy due to the recent incident where police put
CCTV cameras into the area which monitored both images
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and sound. This also highlighted their concern over their right
to be treated equally irrespective of religion, as many felt
this monitoring was centred around the Muslim community,
because the cameras were bought with money from the prevention of terrorism budget.
Many people ticked the statement, ‘the right to be treated
equally irrespective of gender’. This appeared to be something which mostly concerned the female participants who
sited reasons such as their limited access to higher education. Men however appeared not to have any concerns
and during discussions with many of them, it was suggested
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HUMAN RIGHTS IN OUR COMMUNITY, FRIESOYTHE, GERMANY
First of all our first meeting in Turkey was a great experience. We met
new people and gained some friendships (we stayed in contact with
some of the Comenius students from the other countries) thus it was
an amazing time. The whole countries worked together and we became
a great alliance. For example we painted the wall with different colors,
worked in groups and found out the issues in each country whereas we
got a better English knowledge because this was the only way to understand the others. Furthermore we lived in host families thus we got
to know new religions, ways of life and the daily routine of a Turkish student. Because of this project there are no more prejudices against the
countries and we figured out that we were all equal – just some teens.
During the project we became self-dependent and self-confident because we worked alone in groups and organized everything on our own.
The following deals with our different topics and the things we worked
out. First of all we contrast the German constitution with other constitutions all over the word and we found out different examples of the injury of human rights in different countries. Furthermore we brought to
light which different human rights were protected by the constitution.
On the other hand we talked about the incredible differences between
poor and rich people in Germany, related to their future and their dif-

ferent kind of lives (because of their background, family, money and so
on).
Our project “Equal by law, but not in reality” lasts some time now and
in the following we would like to explain our experiences and the outcome/results of this. First of all we hold the view that the communication runs, although we speak different languages. The internet,
especially the webside and the mobility to Turkey, allows a working contact. It is possible to inform and to understand each other. During the
project we noticed some behaviors and treatments, which causes us
to the opinion, that we all were individual but finally equal, despite different standards of living. The most negative prejudices don’t apply.
When we were in Turkey, we experienced this fact by an obvious example: there were just a few Turkish woman wearing headscarves.
Moreover everyone feels hurt and personal attacked if you talk or make
fun of prejudices. Furthermore the others feel misunderstood if you decline expectances, which are specific for a country. While having contact
we got to know that there are problems to become adults all over. Finally we can draw the conclusion that a social adjustment is desirable
for every nation!

HUMAN RIGHTS IN OUR COMMUNITY. KAUNAS, LITHUANIA
As far as Human Rights are concerned there is a very difficult situation
within our community. For some people it is hard to tolerate different
people and that leads to mass discrimination and violation of Human
Rights. On the other hand, Lithuania is a member of such international
bodies as EU and therefore Human Rights are technically protected by
law. For example, in Lithuania there is no capital punishment or any
other physical penalties. Also, torture is illegal. In addition, there are
many communities of different nationalities in Lithuania and the people
have their customs and traditions, the children go to schools and learn
their national languages. Moreover, there are members of many religions in Lithuania, who have their rights protected since it is a secular
state. (So people can pray in churches, synagogues, there are even
some mosques). Therefore, it seems that in general Human Rights are
in good situation as they are firmly protected by law. On the other hand,
in practice there are cases (and these occur quite often) when Human
Rights are violated in Lithuania. Probably the best example is the Baltic
Pride parade for homosexuals in the capital – Vilnius. For once, a large
group of the members of the parliament tried to prevent this event from
happening. Adding to that, many people came to watch the parade in
order to protest against it, involving the use of insulting words and
phrases. Even the Church was mostly against this event supporting
Human Rights. Another example of the true situation as far as Human
Rights are concerned in Lithuania is the fact that very many black people are often insulted, and are considered to be inferior to the local people. In one case a pop singer was beaten due to the colour of her skin,
and she even left for her motherland. As it is possible to see. a large
section of the Lithuanian population is still unwilling or incapable of accepting the fact that there are many sorts of people in this world. One
of the explanations for this is the fact that for many years of the Soviet

occupation the nation did not have a chance to get used to the diversity of people since the homogeneity of the society was strongly protected.
To sum up, a lot of further work must be done to improve the actual
Human Rights situation in Lithuania.
In order to find out people’s opinions about the discrimination in Lithuania the students did an online survey where people had to answer five
question where they could show their opinion about the situation in
Lithuania and their own experiences. The survey included questions like
what is their opinion about the condition of human rights in Lithuania.
Most of the people think that it is not very bad, but it can still improve.
A small amount of people answered that it is good. However, 27% answered that the situation is very bad. Also 80% of the people who entered the survey said that the authorities do not do everything they can
to change the situation while the other 20% think that there is nothing
else they can do. If speaking about concrete human rights, 11 of 15 people think that discrimination of race is the most urgent discrimination in
Lithuania. Furthermore, 8 of 15 people who entered the survey think
that discrimination of sexual orientation is also very urgent in our country. However, discrimination of religion and age discrimination is also
urgent but not as much. 4 of 15 people think like that. And only 2 of 15
people think, that sexual discrimination is urgent in our country. When
speaking about people’s personal experiences it might seem that the
situation is not as bad as it looks. Only 7% answered that they felt discriminated because of their sex while the other 93% have never felt
worse because of their sex. On the other hand the situation about expressing your opinion seems a little bit worse. 33% of the people said

Equal by law but not in reality

that they have been mocked at least once because of their opinion.
However, the other 67% feels free to express their opinion and are not
afraid that anyone will mock them.
15 people responded to our online survey. It was anonymous so we do
not know their ages but we can still make a conclusion that the situa-
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tion of human rights in Lithuania is not as bad as it seems. Of course
there are still areas where to improve but let’s not forget the areas
where we have reached the highest level of toleration.
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REPORT ON LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE DOWNPATRICK AREA
AIM
To find out about Human Rights issues in our local area
INTRODUCTION

Surprisingly 29 of those surveyed thought, that human rights in Northern Ireland were being violated, the biggest being the right to be
treated equally. Others felt the right to practice religious beliefs was
being violated. Older people would like the right to make their own
decisions

This report will outline issues with regard to Human Rights locally
PROCEDURE
Our group drew up a questionnaire which we used to survey local people in our area. We asked a cross section of people. The questionnaire
is included in Appendix 1. We surveyed 34 people, 5 of this group were
retired older people as we chose this group to find out if they had additional issues.
FINDINGS
- 32 people were aware of their rights, only 2 were not
- 33 people thought that all individuals should be entitled to the same
human rights
- The most important right for over half of those surveyed was the
right to education
- 11 people thought everyone should have the right to life
- 9 people thought everyone should be treated equally in all aspects
of life
- 5 thought they should have a right to freedom of speech while 4
thought everyone should have the right to shelter and food
- 4 people thought everyone should have a right to their freedom
- The most important other rights highlighted in the survey were the
right to practice religious beliefs, the right to healthcare and the right
to live in a democracy

Awareness
- 7 of those surveyed were aware of their human rights and this made
it easier for them to protect themselves.
- 12 people surveyed regularly write letters of complaint regarding
their human rights, others campaign and some protest. 3 people
joined a non government organisation (NGO) to protect human rights
while others educate everyone about their rights and some people
felt respect for one another was the best way of protecting human
rights for everyone.

Introducing Human Rights
The most important human right people would like to introduce is the
right for everyone to be free of poverty
The older people surveyed said they would prefer specific rights for
older people such as being listened to
Deciding on human rights
Half of the people surveyed thought human rights should be decided
by society while the other half thought a combination of the government and society would be best to develop human rights.

CONCLUSION
In our local area we found that generally people would like to be
treated equally, have their say in decisions on human rights and stand
up for themselves if their rights are being threatened. We enjoyed
doing the survey.

Equal by law but not in reality

42

Appendix 1

43

Human Rights in Northern Ireland
Nowhere in the UK has the question of These images were taken whilst Protestants had their annual march.
human rights been so consistently challenged as in Northern Ireland. Through
thirty years of troubles, of paramilitary
killings, internment, allegations of torture
and broadcasting bans, recourse to Strasbourg has become a feature of legal disputes. Northern Ireland is unique in the
UK as it even has its own Human Rights
Commission - a creation of the Good Friday Agreement.
Are we really protected by these
rights? Read the following stories and decide for yourself.
Marching season challenges
The ECHR’s Article 11 on the right to freedom of peaceful assembly also has particular resonance in Northern Ireland,
where the marching disputes continue to
cause political and community unrest
across the province.
The Protestant Orange Order is considering a challenge to the Parades Commission - the public body appointed to
rule on every parade - for refusing it the
right to march along certain routes in particular.
The most notable of these is the most
contentious march of all, from Drumcree
Church back to Portadown through the
Catholic neighbourhood of the Garvaghy
Road.
“We have a team assessing each individual ruling the Parades Commission has
made,” said George Patton, executive officer of the Orange Order. “Where we believe the Commission has contravened
European human rights legislation, we
shall challenge. “Once a case is established against the Commission, then
that should be applied uniformly to all
marches.”
There is no guarantee that the ECHR
would rule against the Parades Commission - indeed many experts believe
the court would maintain that public safety would be at risk to allow certain parades to go ahead.
Nonetheless, it gives the Orange Order an
opportunity to challenge on home soil
and they appear eager to pursue it.
Look at the images below. These are of
images throughout N.Ireland. Are we still
protected by the human rights that are
in place?

Bonfire night in July
Over the last few years, tensions have been rising to a fever pitch around
the 12th of July. This celebrates the Battle of Boyne in 1690 when the
Protestant King William (of Orange, Holland) defeated the British Catholic
King James. Bonfires and marching by the Orange Order are traditional
means of marking the day. For generations these celebrations have been
peaceful and positive expressions of people’s culture but, like many aspects of life, language & culture in Northern Ireland, recently they have
become politicized.
In recent years some of these marches and bonfires have become sectarian symbols and violence has ensued. Thousands (from both sides) leave
Northern Ireland to avoid the tension and atmosphere.
Drumcree has become a crucible for the tensions. It’s where Catholics have
refused to let the Orangemen march through their community. Many have
told us this is such a sore spot they fear it may spark civil war.

Human rights – do they protect different religions in
Northern Ireland?
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Websites that may be of interest
For twelve weeks in 2001 Holy Cross primary school, located in the Protestant Glenbryn estate in north Belfast,
was the focus of conflict. The scenes of naked sectarianism, including the throwing of a blast bomb, horrified
television viewers around the world.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/schools/11_16/citizenship/sectarianism/case-nireland.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/learning/eyewitness/flash/streetscape/streetscape.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland/learning/eyewitness/holycross/political/index.shtml - this website will
give you an insight into what our politicians think about
the Holy Cross Primary School situation.
Glenbryn Protestants and Ardoyne Catholics are represented by politicians who belong to different parties.
The Democratic Unionist Party, the Ulster Unionist Party and the Progressive Unionist Party represent the
Protestant community at Council and Assembly level.
Sinn Fein and the Social Democratic and Labour Party
represent the Catholic community at the same forums.
Both communities are represented at Westminster

Political voices

Gerry Kelly is a Sinn Fein MLA for north Belfast

Billy Hutchinson is a Progressive Unionist Party
MLA for north Belfast

Alban Maginnis is a Social Democratic and Labour
Party MLA for north Belfast

Nigel Dodds is a Democratic Unionist Party MLA
and MP for north Belfast

Gerry Adams is President of Sinn Fein and MLA and
MP for west Belfast

Jim Rodgers is an Ulster Unionist city councillor and
former Mayor of Belfast

Not only does religion prove to be an issue in
Northern Ireland, care homes are also of a concern. Are people in care homes really protected by their human rights?
Care homes
An investigation into nursing homes in Northern
Ireland has been launched by the Human Rights
Commission.
The commission has opened its phone lines for the next
two weeks to allow relatives and staff to confidentially report any problems. It said the rights of elderly people was at the heart of the investigation. The commission has randomly selected some nursing homes to look
into, but it also wants to hear from members of the public. Human Rights Commissioner Monica McWilliams said
nursing home residents can be vulnerable, especially
those with dementia.
“Individuals who are in a closed environment for 24 hours
can be potentially more vulnerable than what they might
be in their own homes,” she said.
Lack of resources
“Of course that’s what we want to investigate.”
Linda Maguire, who spent 20 years as a care worker, said
a lack of resources and training meant standards were
not always as they should be. “You could be the only person that they see during the day - they may have no family,” she said. “You become their friend their counsellor,
you become everything to them because they have nobody else in the world. “But you are not given the training to sustain and support that individual in those areas.”
Hugh Mills, chief executive of Independent Health and
Care Providers, the body which represents many private
care home owners, said two-thirds of abuse of the elderly “took place in the community, outside institutional
care”. “Whilst it’s important to eradicate all forms of
abuse, and indeed we will support any aspect that
emerges from the study and its call for evidence, we will
be interested to see what might emerge,” he said.
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ANALYSIS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS IN OUR OWN COMMUNITY
(MENDEBALDEA, Vitoria-Gasteiz)
ACTIVITIES:
We carried out three activities to assess the situation of Human Rights in our community:
1. Students prepared thirteen questions to make a diagnosis of the situation of Human Rights. Each of them interviewed
ten people and we present the conclusions on a chart.
2. Students interviewed volunteers from several non-governmental organizations which work on behalf of physically or
mentally handicapped people.
3. Students had to spot some news appeared on the local or national newspapers which showed violations of Human
Rights and they had to translate them into English.
CONCLUSIONS:
1)
Diagnosis based on a questionnaire:
Area

People concerned
about

Discrimination against immigrants

84 %

Discrimination against ideas or religion

83 %

Equality of opportunities

78, 2 %

Arbitrary interference with people’s privacy

77, 9 %

Equality before the law

77, 2 %

Respect for workers’ rights

75, 5 %

Right to life

72, 6 %

Equal rights for men and women

57, 8 %

Freedom of expression

50, 5 %

Same opportunities for all political options

48, 9 %

Right to take part in elections for all political parties

48, 4 %

Practice of torture.

44, 3 %

Equality of opportunities in education

23, 8 %

2)

The analysis and making contact with various NGOs (Oxfam, Amnesty International, ONCE…) chosen freely by the
students have focused on organizations working for equality of different types of physical and mental disabilities,
human rights and the fight against poverty.

3)

Students paid attention to the news appeared on the newspapers reflecting violation of Human Rights. Most of the
news selected dealt with genre violence which related killings of women perpetrated by men. Some others showed
discrimination against immigrants, especially female immigrants .

Based on this analysis we will ask the group of students (we foresee some changes for the next year) to retake these issues and they will choose the most important topics (two or three of them at least) they would like to work on. We let you
know about it in September.
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SURVEY CONCERNING DISCRIMINATION IN OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY.
Lodz (Poland)
The aim of this survey was to establish what forms of discrimination there are in our local community. Students themselves
suggested the questions as the idea behind the initiative was to make them realise what forms of discrimination we face
in our local community. Surprisingly enough, the students wanted to address quite a variety of issues. Judging from the
questions proposed, they are most vividly interested in the issue of physical or mental discrimination (questions: 1, 2, 4).
This, however, may be partly influenced by the photo exhibition they were asked to prepare earlier in the project. The students surveyed 30 people from different backgrounds and of different ages.
YES

NO

DON’T KNOW

a) mentally-disabled people

30%

60%

10%

b) physically-disabled people

27%

63%

10%

100%

0%

0%

a) race

70%

27%

3%

b) age

43%

50%

7%

c) sex

40%

57%

3%

d) sexual orientation

77%

16%

7%

e) religion

53%

37%

10%

4.Do local authorities provide enough help to the disabled?

10%

77%

13%

5.Have you ever observed any forms of discrimination
in your workplace/at school?

47%

43%

10%

AGE

1.Is Łódź a friendly city to

2.Is it possible to make commuting/travelling around
the city easier to the disabled?
3.Have you ever observed any discrimination by

under 20

20-30

30-40

40-50

50+

47%

20%

20%

10%

3%

As we can see from the results, the majority of the respondents is aware of some form of discrimination in our local community. Our city is thought by most as a place where both mentally and physically people face difficulties in everyday life
(1.a;1.b). All people feel there are some measures that can be taken to make the lives of the disabled easier. Question 1.
is directly connected with question 4.: 77% of the respondents feel the local authorities evade their responsibilities when
it comes to the rights of the disabled. Race and sexual orientation discrimination (3.a; 3.d) are by far the two most
widespread forms of discrimination, according to the people taking part in the survey. Discrimination by age or sex (3.b;
3.c), on the other hand, seem to be less noticeable. Nonetheless, this does not mean that the problem does not exist in
our local community. Finally, almost half of the people surveyed witnessed some forms of discrimination in their workplace
or at school.
Since the majority of the respondents was under 20 years of age, it seems that young people are fairly aware of the discrimination problem in our community. As a future task in the project, we agreed to examine what exactly is being done
to maintain and expand the scope of any minority right. We intend to analyse local authorities’ or other organisations’ undertakings as far as the minority rights are concerned.
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REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN OUR COMMUNITY
(zmir Fen Lisesi - zmir)
AIM:
To find out Human Rights violations in our local area.

ACTIVITIES:
1. Students prepared a questionnaire with 25 questions to
survey people in our area. Each of them interviewed at
least ten people from different ages, genders and professions. We surveyed totally 117 people 18 of which were our
school’s staff.
2. Students interviewed two lawyers from zmir office of
Turkey Human Rights Foundation.

CONCLUSIONS:
1) Based on questionnaire: The first 24 questions of the
questionnaire had four choices and the last question
was a open ended question. So, first 24 questions are
evaluated according to a histogram (page:4) and the
last question is evaluated by a pie chart. As it can also
be seen in the histogram, most of the people haven’t
experinced discrimination because of their gender, origin, religion or political view. Besides people mostly fully
disagree that there human rights violations in their family and school, but for human rights violations in their
community most of the people partly disagree or partly
agree. About 50 % of people fully agree and about 10 %
of the people fully disagree that they know their rights.
Another conclusion is that about 50 % of the people
partly disagree that people, in Turkey, have the rights
stated in the Human Rights Declaration. Most of the

people (about 75 %) partly or fully disagree that “to be
a member of the EU will make us more equal”. An interesting finding is that about 65 % of the people partly
disagree that “children have opportunity to grow
healthy”. Most of the peole fully or partly agree that
“there is discrimination by economical status”. Also it is
observed that most of the people partly or fully disagree that “everybody has the right to work and get
equal pay for equal work”.
According to the pie chart, with the highest rate (21 %),
people think that inequality is the most important issue.
Second important issue is inequality in education and
unemployment (12 %). And the third issue stated by the
9 % of the people is economical inequality.
2) Based on interviews:
Based on the interviews made by the lawyers from
Human Rights Foundation, it is declared that most of
the human rights violations are generated by discrimination. Discrimination is usually according to the ethnical origins, political views, gender (especially gays,
homosexuals, etc), economical status. As far as they
stated an important problem is that, people are treated
in a cruel way by the police at crowded meetings and
guilty policemen cannot be identified. Other Human
Rights violations they had mentioned were about children rights and people working in unheatlhy conditions
and who are not paid fairly.
According to the questionnaire and interviews, we think to
work on “economical inequality” and “inequality in education” for now. But it will be definite on September.
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ZMR FEN LSES
COMENIUS PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE
"Equal By Law But Not In Reality?"
We are students from zmir Fen Lisesi and we prepared this questionnaire in order to search the human rights violations
in our community.
Please thick the suitable column across each item. Thank you for filling the questionnaire.
The questionnaire was filled by 117 people.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Items
I fully agree I partly agree
I have experienced discrimination because of my gender.
3
9
I have experienced discrimination because of my race
or my origin.
2
2
I have experienced discrimination because of
my political view.
6
18
I have experienced discrimination because of my religion.
6
11
I have the same rights in education with the people
at my age
55
23
There are human rights violations in my family.
1
5
There are human rights violations at my school.
2
12
There are human rights violations in the community.
7
38
I know my rights, which are stated in the Human
Rights Declaration.
52
27
People, in Turkey, have the rights stated in the Human
Rights Declaration.
23
31
To be a member of the European Union will make
us more equal.
17
30
Nationalizm is a handicap for human rights.
13
11
Human rights organizations do their responsibilities
properly.
7
18
There is discrimination by gender in our community.
17
51
There is discrimination by religion in our community.
19
42
There is discrimination by political and idealogical view
in our community.
24
37
In our community, children have opportunity
to grow healthly.
4
21
There is discrimination by race and origin
in our community.
11
31
There is discrimination by economical status
in our community.
30
50
In our community, everybody has the right to freedom
of thought and conscience.
11
28
In our community everbody has the right to life, freedom
and to be secure.
29
33
In our community everbody has the right to work and
get equal pay for equal work.
19
17
In our community everbody has the right to education.
47
29
I would like to take part in community organizations
and activities related with human rights.
36
23
For you what is the most important violation of human rights in our community?
Justice
Inequality
Discrimination generally
Discrimination by gender
Freedom
Freedom of thought
Right to life
Discrimination by religion.
Political fanatism / Discrimination by political view.
Economical inequality
Inequality in education and unemployment
Not knowing our rights
Terrorism
Lack of democracy
Absence of empathy, respect and tolerance.

I partly disagree I fully disagree
46
59
18

94

37
29

55
70

18
18
44
53

18
84
54
18

28

9

57

6

45
43

24
51

78
37
41

13
12
15

46

8

79

13

57

17

31

6

55

23

47

8

52
32

29
9

47
Number of people
6
16
2
5
5
2
2
4
6
7
10
5
4
3
5

11
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Experiences on the project
OUR EXPERIENCES OF THE PROJECT
The experiences of the
students on the project were
what made this two-year
effort so special. These
summaries give a picture of
how they enjoyed their time
working with one another.
The highlights include a range
of experiences from
classroom based activities to
sightseeing in different
countries all over Europe.
Students were asked to write
about their expectations of
the project in an introduction
questionnaire.
After two years’ work, they
were also asked to give an
account of the aspects they
have found most and least
interesting working on this
Comenius project.

Introduction
In the following Field Report we will describe our experiences and changes
related to the Comenius project.
Before the meeting in Germany everyone had the same apprehensions for
the meeting for example getting to know each other better and to improve
the English language. Furthermore we were a bit scared of the people. Will
they be nice and friendly? Are there, a lot of differences between the cultures and interests?
Meeting in Turkey:
First of all we would like to write about our experiences in Turkey last year.
The first impression of the Turkish culture we had on the plane. The food was
so good and totally different to the German food – we loved it!!!. In Izmir we
met some really nice people (students, teachers and family) and we felt being welcome. This shows that the Turkish people are very friendly, polite and
hospitable. Furthermore the families prepared every day delicious food for
us; therefore we got familiar to their way of cooking and eating traditions.
During the working session we had nice conversations with students of each
country. Furthermore we got to know them better, since we stayed there a
little longer that we planed it to do ☺ Thank you, you little volcano in Island.
‘The Turkish people were very helpful and supported us to manage this situation! This gave us the opportunity to come across some more interesting places of Izmir and its surroundings.
Meeting in Germany
During the meeting in Germany we were happy to meet our friends again
and to deepen our knowledge about them, their cultures, lifestyle, traditions,
food and living conditions. We found out, that although we are from different countries, we have the same interests, dreams and problems. We are
all young people.
We experienced, that the most of our stereotypes are not true, but some are
.☺ If you want to know which one, don’t hesitate to ask us.
Anyhow we got along with every student form every country we recognized
that some are closer to us than others. This is probably because of the age
and the interests.
Most of us are still in contact with our European friends, using Facebook or
other ways of communication. We are already planning meeting without the
teachers !☺ . One thing: Not all Irish people are red haired☺!
There were some communication problems because of dialects and perhaps
because of fear using English as the project language. We hope that we can
work on this during the meeting in Poland.
Now, our friendship is deeper and we feel closer to our European friends.
Through the project we identify destinations where we could imagine spending holidays, studying, ore working in the future.
Look forward to the meeting in Poland
We hope that during the meeting in Poland we manage to work more in intercultural groups. We are looking forward to learn something about
Poland, their way of living, their problems and their strategies to solve them.
Taking the bus it gives us the opportunity to see the countryside of Poland
which is also of our interest.
Hopefully we can make the working session even more productive than in
Germany. Perhaps other students get the possibility of joining the trip to
Poland, so that we can make more friends.
Finally we can say that even if some prejudices have been proved we are
now more open minded. Now we do not judge but tolerate each other.
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THE SUMMARY OF THE PUPILS’ EXPERIENCES ON THE PROJECT
KAUNAS JONAS JABLONSKIS GYMNASIUM (LITHUANIA)
The pupils of Kaunas Jonas Jablonskis Gymnasium were very happy when
they learnt that they would participate in the international project “Equal
in Law, but not in reality”. It was something new in their life as they hadn’t
taken part in such international projects before.
At the beginning of the project the pupils had to complete the countries’
questionnaire and “Equal by Law “ introduction questionnaire. The questions of the countries questionnaire were: 1) What is the main religion in the
following countries? 2) What is the most popular sport? 3) Describe what
a person from each of the following countries would look like. (Comment
on hair, colour, size, general appearance, eye colour etc); 4) Use 3 adjectives to describe a person from each of the following countries. 5) Name a
famous person from the countries. 6) What is the most popular food in each
of the following countries? To my surprise, the answers of the questionnaire of our pupils were rather correct, because our pupils learn Geography
at school and travel rather a lot now that Lithuania is a member of the European Union.

think that equality is important - 86% (then 71%), as well as that Human
rights are important to European Union - 73% (then 53%). What is more,
even 68% of pupils feel confident working together with the pupils of other
countries and their opinion about projects concerning actual problems has
changed a lot, the percentage shows that this project was very successful.
This school year there were some changes in our project group and some
new pupils joined it. All the pupils were very active and their expectations
have fully come true. It was rather difficult to choose which pupils to take
to the journeys, so most of the participants had opportunity to travel.
The pupils liked the journeys most as during them they could learn more
about the countries (the project participants), their customs and traditions
as they could live in the families, so they even got acquainted with the national food. Our pupils made friends with the pupils of other countries and
they will continue their friendship through the letters and even new visits.
There are some quotations of our pupils’ opinion and they tell much more
about the project:

The questions of the “Equal by Law “introduction questionnaire were: 1) I
know my human rights. 2) Equality is important. 3) There is inequality. 4) Inequality is wrong. 5) Human rights are important to the European Union. 6)
Being a European citizen influences my life. 7) I live in a community where
there is no inequality. 8) Everyone I know is aware of their human rights. 9)
I’ve experienced inequality in my community. 10) We don’t need to fight to
retain our human rights. 11) I know the objectives of this project. 12) I feel
confident using technology to support my research. 13) I feel confident
using technology to communicate with others. 14) I feel confident working
with pupils in other countries. 15) It is important to learn foreign languages.
The pupils explained how they understood the title of the project: 1) People should fight for laws to happen in reality. - 2%; 2) Being different shouldn’t mean not being equal. - 10%; 3) Law should be equal to everybody. 5%; 4) Politicians make the law. - 6%; 5) The law is written on paper not in
reality. - 29%; 6) There is a lot of discrimination in reality. - 9%; 7) There is a
lot of inequality in society. - 16%; 8) Sometimes people don’t understand
equality. - 3%; 9) People don’t respect the law. - 6%; 10) A lot of people are
discriminated. - 3%; 11) Not all people know about human rights. - 5%; 12)
In reality there are other rules. -6%.
The students also described their expectations of the project. Some pupils
wanted to have fun (10%), some to learn more about human rights & equality (13%). The pupils wanted to establish their international relationship
among foreign schools (7%), to meet new people, see new places (5%), to
know about other people’s way of life and culture (18%). Some pupils expected that people will tolerate others more & every community will be
more equal (7%), some wanted to exchange ideas (12%), to improve English
(8%), to change prejudices about others (8%), to introduce our country &
culture to the world (7%).

“During our stay in Turkey we not only found out interesting things about
other countries and daily life of the people living in Turkey but also met
people whom we were happy to meet…”,

This year the pupils got the same questions to see what they have learnt
taking part in the international project and the results were very nice, as the
pupils feel more confident in many fields now. They have read a lot of different articles on Law and Human Rights; they have written various essays
on the topic, they have followed the world news; they have created the
logo of the project; This spring the pupils have participated in the pupils’
conference of Kaunas “We explore the world – we discover ourselves” presenting the Presentation on our project and spreading our experience
among the pupils of Kaunas. The pupils have worked in groups/teams and
have developed collective way of working while writing various reports and
even creating short videos. So now the percentage of their opinion is quite
different as the pupils are much more politically aware.
According to the results of the questionnaire it is obvious that the opinion
of our pupils has changed. For example, more % of the students now fully
agree that they know their human rights - 69% (then 29%), more of them

“The Lithuanian team was looking forward for the project meeting in Germany and we were amazed by the entire organisation. It was absolutely
perfect. We loved all the events, which helped us to improve our knowledge
of equality and get to know other people and their problems from all over
Europe…”

“So what did we discover about ourselves during this project? First, and the
most important thing, is tolerance. Let’s not forget that we have met not
only people from the neighbourhood countries such as Poland and Germany, but also people from Turkey, England, Ireland, Spain with different
beliefs and point of view and different religion… We were able to discuss
topics about various religions without offending anyone…”
“We were able to learn to take care of ourselves which is very important
in every young person’s life. This was especially strongly felt during the
meeting in Turkey. When the volcano in Iceland erupted, the students had
to live on their own with a limited amount of money and no idea when they
could get home… That was an unforgettable event in everyone’s life…”
“…while exploring the situations and even politics in other countries, the
students learnt what could be done to improve the situation in our country, Lithuania…”
“This project has also improved our communication skills while working in
groups which is very important because sooner or later we all are going to
join some new collectives and then these skills will be priceless…”
“This experience will help us in the future, because after finishing school
we’ll go to universities which might be in the other countries and we will
meet much more different people…”

At the beginning of the project some pupils were rather sceptic and indifferent, but now they are very happy that they have participated in it. Working in groups made them confident, improved the knowledge of the English
language. The project taught them to work in groups, developed the responsibility to do everything on time and as well as possible. The project
raised the pupils’ awareness of all kinds of inequality, stimulated the interest of European languages, promoted the values for a European citizenship.
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STUDENTS’ EXPERIENCES ON THE PROJECT
Students were asked to present their experiences connected with the
project. Most of the students referred to their last project meeting
(Fiesoythe, Germany). Apart from the unique experience of going to a
new place, students also mentioned some other incentives they gained
in the course of the project.
Among others, the following experiences seem to be prevailing in most
essays:
1. ‘meeting new people’ – this part of the project seemed to be
the most important for the students. Not only did they mean
meeting students from other countries but also teachers from
partner countries as well as the host families. Additionally, students mentioned meetings with people who participated in
their research (e.g. people who were surveyed at one point of
the project)
2. ‘learning about equality/inequality’ – to their surprise, some of
the students discovered new “dimensions” of the issue. Confident as they seemed at the beginning of the project, assuming they knew almost everything about the equality/inequality
issue, they were surprised to find out about certain angles of
the topic. They stressed that they learned many things connected with inequality in their local community.
3. ‘getting to know their local area’ – to the students this point
means that they got to know the problems that are present in
their local areas, as some project tasks involved researching
inequality issues in their local communities
4. ‘visiting new places’/’exploring other cultures’ – this factor
also seemed to be one of the most important to the students.
To some students, project meetings were the first (or one of
the first) trips without their parents, as some of them are quite
young. Undoubtedly, they found themselves in a new situation
but they all said it was an extraordinary experience. Additionally, they had the opportunity to explore new cultures.
5. ‘new languages’ – to a moderate extent, the students managed to learn some new words or expression in other European languages.
6. ‘gaining new friends on social networks’ – reluctant as the students may seem to be towards the usage of the common project webpage, they gradually got in touch with students from
other countries via popular social networks/communicators.
Using the most popular social networks is, according to the
students a more ‘up-to-date’ means of communication.

Germany 21.02.2011 – 26/25.02.2011 – students’ experiences,
extracts(original grammar and spelling)
Meeting in Friesoythe(Germany) from Comenius Project - „ Equal by
law, but not in reality” was really amazing experience for me. I’ve met
some new people from Germany, Lithuania, Spain, England, Northern
Ireland, and Turkey. They’re friendly and hard-working.

We’ve worked in groups, play in free time and talk about law in our
countries, our hobby and culture. I learned some new information
about people in their countries and about law, discrimination and problems.
I like school in Friesoythe, people from school and their families. I think
that was really amazing meeting and I hope meeting in Poland, will be
also like that one! (by Julia)
The stay in Friesoythe was a very exciting time. Everyday there were
many attractions. It was an unusual experience... Something different
in my life.
The Friesoythe is a beautiful and peaceful place. When I walked on
these streets, I felt peace and happiness... It’s really great feeling...
The first time in my life I’ve been at Burger King, I visited the marvellous museum, I was in Oldenburg (reminds me of Ikebukuro in Japan
and Piotrkowska Street in my town), I met many people from other
countries...
In families with which I lived, I felt like at home. When I left, it was difficult to restrain tears. They were to me like a family...
I hope that we’ll meet again. It was something wonderful and totally
new... I’ll never forget it. I would like to go to Germany once more. (by
Justyna)
My name is Wiktoria and I’m from Lodz, Poland. Last month I was in
Germany for a week. It was the meeting from an international project
called “Equal by law, but not in reality”. The great thing about that project is that I’ve had a possibility to meet people in my age (or sometimes quite older) from other countries. I could also meet the situation
in their countries. For example, now I know that there is a really big
gender discrimination in Spain or that people in Lithuania have got freedom of speech, but they don’t really know what they can do with that.
Aside from the “working sessions” where we had to work for the project, we’ve just had a really good time together. I think that everybody
enjoyed the table football at our “leisure time”. Although the weather
maybe wasn’t the best, the Treasure Hunt was also good.
I also enjoyed the trip to the German Emigration Centre. It was a really
cool experience!
The thing I don’t like is that it lasted only week. It was definitely too
short, but I have to say that it was a nice week. I’ve had awesome host
family, the food was good, the city was beautiful, the weather wasn’t
that bad, the people were great. Maybe the sad thing is that often a lot
of students were sitting only with people from their countries and I’m
not saying I didn’t. I think that everybody did and probably it would be
much greater if we would have more time when we were in “international” groups. Maybe then we will know each other a little more.
Anyway, the time in Germany was definitely a great time! I hope that
the meeting in Poland will be good too and the students will enjoy their
trip as well as I did. (by Wiktoria)
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IZMIR FEN LISESI
STUDENTS’ EXPERIENCES IN THE PROJECT
“EQUAL BY LAW BUT NOT IN REALITY?”
This project was the first international project in our school and, as students, we were very excited at the beginning. During the project we
took part in different activities enthusiastically and gained valuable experiences. First of all, we have met lots of friends from different countries and some of us hosted them for four days. Many of us had the
chance to visit a partner country. So, we have learned many things
about these countries and different cultures.
“In this Project, I had the opportunity to talk to different friends in a
different language. It was really great and because of this I want to
thank all of those participants of the project. Through the project, I
found out that my country and my people aren’t alone in desire of
being equal. We and you all are looking for something better just for humanity. I understood that equality is more important than I guess. According to this I placed equality to top of the list “The qualifications
that have to be in my life” . And I found out that I have right to make
any speech, I have right to be a female, I have right to be educated
equally with everyone and I have right to live with same conditions
with everyone if I become a disabled one day.” (Afra Feyza Toksal)
Another important outcome of the project is that we have thought
about human rights and inequality issues in our community. We had
discussions about these issues in lessons. We have learnt to prepare,

conduct and evaluate questionnaires. We have learnt our rights better
and had ideas about equality and human rights issues in partner countries.
“As a result of my experiences In this project, I have learnt that the first
step is to know the others. We have to have objective information
about others, the other ideologies, religions, races, people. We have to
give a chance to others to tell about their ideology, religion, social statue. Than we will see their good sides and bad sides. “ (Serkan atak)
This project also helped us to develop our language and communication skills. During the meetings with partner schools we had the chance
to practice English. E-mails, essays and written tasks were very useful
to develop our writing skills as well. Some of us decided to take courses in foreign languages in summer.
We frequently used information technologies during the project. We
prepared a video and uploaded it the webpage of the project, we made
internet search related with our topic, used facebook and emails to
communicate and keep in touch, prepared reports, power point presentations and histograms. All these kind of activities made us more
confident using the technologies to support our research and to communicate with others.

OUR EXPERIENCE IN COMENIUS PROJECT. ST MARY. DOWNPATRICK.
At the start when the Comenius was starting up I was a little bit nervous because I didn’t know what to expect. However this feeling soon changed because as we started
learning about human rights and how everyone has the
same rights but yet they are not always in place in all countries. Sometimes human rights could be affected and this
encouraged me to find out how human rights could be affected in this country and other countries in the world. I find
begin part of the Comenius project has really opened my
eyes about how we are equal in law but not in reality. The
Comenius project has been a big benefit for me as it has
made me more confident as a person. I couldn’t speak out
in front of people I didn’t know and now I can do it with ease.
It has also helped me with my communication skills and I
value a lot the experience I have had in this project. It opens
your eyes to the real outside world and helps you realise not
to be prejudice or discriminate against people because they
are not the same as you. It also helps you realise that everyone is special and should be treated the same. I enjoyed

the trips to both Turkey and Poland as I got to meet many
new people and I got a chance to travel to countries I may
not have considered before. I would like to do this again.
Catherine Braniff – St Mary’s High School, Downpatrick

Personally I thought the Comenius project was a once in a
lifetime opportunity. The Comenius project was a great way
to make friends as well as finding out all about Human
Rights. It was a very memorable experience. I will always
have great memories of travelling (particularly to Germany)
and just having a good time. The project has opened a lot of
doors for me both now and in the future. I now know that I
really want to travel.
Sarah- St Mary’s High School, Downpatrick
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THE COMENIUS PROJECT: A SUMMARY OF STUDENTS´ EXPERIENCES
Students were asked to write an essay where they would describe
what their experiences taking part in this project had been like. Here
is a summary of the ideas they most mentioned:
G

G

Travelling itself was very valued especially because the places
were very attractive and, in some cases, unusual. Moreover,
for some of the students it was the first time travelling abroad
or going aboard a plane
To get to know different people and cultures during the trips
done to other countries: many students took the opportunity
of going to a foreign country and staying with host families.
They could meet people of different origins and stay in their
houses for a few days. In this way, they learned other customs
and traditions. Also, some of them made friends with other
students and keep in touch with them. When the possibility of
staying with families students was not possible, they could
travel to the country, know different towns, visit schools and
share work and free time with other European students and
teachers.

G

Together with travelling abroad, they could practice English
and they realized what important speaking was and they were
motivated to practice more so as to get more fluency, improve
pronounciation and acquire more vocabulary.

G

By working on Human Rights, especially on the four topics they
concentrated on, the more they researched ,the more interest they showed. After all the work done, some students have
said that apart from knowing more things about the topics,
they are also more conscious of the aspects they have to
change so as to change the world step by step and be more
equal.

G

Team work and projects have also been pointed out by students: They have found the work hard but enjoyable. They list
the following activities: they made questionnaires and surveys, selected some news, made summaries and translated
them. Then, they made their own comments ralated to the
topics. As final projects, they made power-point presentations
and murals, wrote essays, poems, stories and a team diary.

EQUAL BY LAW BUT NOT IN REALITY:
INTRODUCTION QUESTIONNAIRE EVALUATION
MENDEBALDEA BHI (VITORIA-GASTEIZ / SPAIN)
The questionnaire was applied in a sample of 21 students who are going to take part in the project. The frequencies and percentages are as follows

“Equal by law but not in reality”, how do you understand it?
People don’t observe the law 14%
There are evident inequalities worldwide 5%
Equality is a nice wish, but actually we can find discrimination everywhere 9%
We are equal according to the law, but inequality is in society 43%
Laws are equal but people, their cultures and languages are different 9%
The law is not applied equally to all. For the same crime some people
are in prison and others are free 5%
Everyone is different but all have the same basic rights 5%
In Europe there are very important differences among the distinct countries and societies 5%

Briefly describe your expectations of the project.
To meet new friends and European people 53 %
To know about other people’s way of life and culture 33%
To meet Irish rugby players 5%
To know new places 5%
To travel abroad (England, Turkey…) 9%
To improve my languages knowledge 33%
To know about human rights and equality 33%
To know more about ICT 5%
To exchange ideas 5%
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EQUAL BY LAW BUT NOT IN REALITY:
FINAL QUESTIONNAIRE EVALUATION
MENDEBALDEA BHI (VITORIA-GASTEIZ / SPAIN)
The questionnaire was applied in a sample of 21 students who took part in the project. The frequencies and percentages
are as follows:

Comparing these results with those of initial questionnaire in 2009 to
our surprise we have noticed that the more the Human Beings are studied, the less is the certainty the knowledge about them.

Other positive aspects: variety of working methods, getting to know the
situation of human rights within own comunity, knowing other countries´
culture, improving knowledge of foreign languages...

The value given to equality has raised considerably.
The consideration that being a European citizen influences on my life has
increased.
There is more awareness of inequalities within own community.
There is also more awareness of the need of working in favour oh Human
Rights.

Negative aspects are rarely mentioned:

“Equal by law but not in reality”, how do you understand it?
Nearly a 100 per cent coincide with the same answer. Here is an example which is representative of the vast majority:
“The sentence defines the situation of the European community nowadays. The laws are written in order to respect human rights, but due to
cultural and social issues there is no equality in reality”
It has to be underlined the precision of the answer; above all, if we compare it to the answers given in 2009 questionnaire which were much
more diverse and vague.
Briefly describe your experience of the project
The positive aspects most frequently mentioned are the following:
To work and research on Human Rights 38%
To get to know people and make friends from other countries 28’5 %
To visit other countries from the European Union. 28´5 %
To learn about Human Rights 23´5 %

Little communication with students from other countries (1 person mentioned it). Not enough fight for Human Rights (2 people). Loss of standard
curriculum lessons (1 student).
We could say that generally the project has come up to students´ expectations; especially if we compare the previous results with the expectations at the begining of the project which are the following:
Briefly describe your expectations of the project.
To meet new friends and European people 53 %
To know about other people’s way of life and culture 33%
To meet Irish rugby players 5%
To know new places 5%
To travel abroad (England, Turkey…) 9%
To improve my languages knowledge 33%
To know about human rights and equality 33%
To know more about ICT 5%
To exchange ideas 5%
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How can we be more equal?
ESSAY – HOW CAN WE BECOME MORE EQUAL?
The experiences of the
students on the project were
what made this two-year
effort so special. These
summaries give a picture of
how they enjoyed their time
working with one another.
The highlights include a range
of experiences from
classroom based activities to
sightseeing in different
countries all over Europe.
Students were asked to write
about their expectations of
the project in an introduction
questionnaire.
After two years’ work, they
were also asked to give an
account of the aspects they
have found most and least
interesting working on this
Comenius project.

Equality is about human rights. We all deserve to be treated as an equal, as
nobody is born better than everyone else. This is our right. In my own life I
have experienced being treated in both good and bad ways. I have been
treated equally at times, but at other times I have not. If we take a look at
what equality means then this is what the dictionary definition says:
“The condition or quality of being equal” (www.brainyquote.com)
In this essay I will briefly discuss the different ways that people are not
treated equally, using examples where possible. I will then go on to suggest some ways that equality could be achieved around the world in different situations.
The concept of equality is based around the idea of human rights. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights sets out a number of rules to which people should live by. Their primary purpose is to ensure that people are treated
equally. If countries break these rules then they can be penalised by international organisations. An example of one of these human rights is the ‘right
to freedom of speech’. This states that people can speak their mind. The
setting up of such rules for life are one way that people can become more
equal, although there needs to be a strong government in place in a country to support such moves if they are to be successful.
Some of the issues that exist with equality around the world are as follows:
-

Northern Ireland – religion can often lead to people being mistreated,
based upon whether you are catholic or protestant. This is unfair as
people have the right to choose their religion and should not be persecuted for it.

-

Poland – people with disabilities in Poland are not always catered
for in the way that they could be to ensure that they have fair access
to facilities so they can live a good life.

-

England – women in some cultures do not get given the same opportunities as men and there is often tension between people of ethnic minorities and the government as some groups feel marginalised
often without access to jobs and housing.

In order to solve some of these human rights issues there needs to be a
strong approach from the government of each country to enforce rules and
regulations. For example, the government in Poland could set up a Disability Discrimination Act which states that all buildings must provide good access for disabled people. Without this government support this would not
likely happen.
Another way that the problems of countries could be tackled is through education. For example, in Northern Ireland the education system could be developed to encourage tolerance and interaction between people of different
faiths. This would need managing carefully though as it is such as sensitive
issue.
If there is a need for further intervention is solving an issue then other international groups could become involved such as the European Union. This
would be appropriate if a particular ethnic group felt marginalised in a country.
Overall, there are no easy answers to solving problems of inequality in countries. I have made some suggestions for how some issues may be tackled,
but in reality these issues are often more complex than they appear. I hope
to live in a world when I am older where everyone is treated equally as I believe this is the only way to achieve peace around the world. Thanks!!!
By Shamima, Year 10 girl
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HOW CAN WE BECOME MORE EQUAL?
That is a very difficult question. We mean, it is easy to find some answers
but these are only ideas that have to be fulfilled by the society and legislation. This is a long process needing a change in thinking of people and society.
If we consider the following topics we worked on: disabled issues, gender
discrimination, freedom of speech and social background, we immediately
found inequalities and suggestions to solve them. They were so easy to
find, that we wondered, why these inequalities are still there and it makes
us worry about, that they will be there in the future, too.
If we talk about disabled issues the first thing that comes to your mind are
the problems, handicapped people have to travel, to take part in the normal social live and to fulfil their dreams just because of not being able to
enter a room, a bus, a toilet and so on. Also we don´t think that it is a good
idea to send handicapped students to special schools. How can they become equal, when we keep them away from the “normal” live? Every society should help handicapped people by supporting them to lead their
own household and to give them opportunities for their future. The society must change. Disabilities must become something normal in all areas
for example transport, culture, sport, education and friendship.
Even in a developed country like Germany you find gender discrimination.
Female employees or workers earn less than their male counterparts.
Why? Is it because of traditional thinking? Is it because of male dominance
in leading positions? As long as it is that difficult to combine work and family women will have problems to reach real equality. Laws that demand a
minimum female proportion in companies, governmental and ecclesiastic
organizations and other parts of our society can help to initiate a transition
process. But the society must change. It must become normal, that women

and men have the same rights. A woman can make a career and a man can
raise a kid.
One of the biggest problems in the German society is the dependency of
a social background. People with lower education, lower income or a migration background have little chances to move on. Even worse, their kids
don´t have the same opportunities, kids from richer families have. So they
stay, where they are. Lower class families need more help from youth welfare offices. School should be open in the evening and classes should be
smaller. For people with a migration background the ability of speaking
German is essential. If they want to be integrated in our society, they must
speak our language and we must help them to learn it. The society must
change. It is not condemnable to be a member of a lower social class, it is
condemnable to give no opportunities and to take no opportunities.
We had a hard time taking about the topic freedom of speech. In Germany
everybody has the freedom of speech. But there are some extreme opinions which are against our constitution and our way of live. Should those
people really have the right to say something what is offending or even
worse leading people to do something horrible? We think the society must
change. There shouldn´t be such dangerous opinions. Without these opinions freedom of speech is no risk.
For us, the conclusion to all problems is education. Education is a key for
success, success is a key for a happy live, a happy live is a key for tolerance
and tolerance is the key for a better society.
Ideas from the German team

HOW CAN WE ALL BECOME MORE EQUAL?
I believe that the EU Comenius Project is a way in which we could become equal. It is a great project and would be very beneficial to all
those who take part. If all schools within the countries were to become
involved then everyone would get to know other people from different
countries and the inequality would be reduced. It doesn’t matter what
your skin colour is, or where you are from, or how much money you
have. We should all be treated equally no matter what! That is learned
from taking part in the project. We can also become more equal by not
discriminating against those who are different to us, just because of
their race, religion, age, gender, hair colour, skin colour, nationality, etc.
By pre-judging someone we are judging them before we get to know
them. We all know the saying “don’t judge a book by its cover,” well,
when we pre-judge this is exactly what we are doing. Except it’s not a
book it’s a human being. If we discriminate this means that we are acting on our pre-judging and treating them unfairly as a result of this.
Racism is a huge issue in today’s society and happens almost everywhere in the world. This is unfair as you are treating someone differ-

ent for one obvious reason. Apart from racism and discrimination we
can also be treated equal in the case of work. Although there is an Act
stating that men and women should be paid the same wage or salary
for doing exactly the same work, this may not always be the case as
we know that everyone does not abide by the law! Sometimes women
are not treated equally in the sense that they may be abused in a relationship. This can damage them forever and lower their self esteem
and could also change their views on people which may make them
treat all men unfairly as a result of one man abusing her. Children may
not be given equal rights as one child may get free education and another may not, the same with school meals. Lots of children in the
world are deprived of many things and those children who do have
them, do not value them. For instance, education. Lots of children
would do anything to get an education as it would be important for
them to get a job when they are older and provide for their family. However, lots of children nowadays have the wrong attitude towards
school and study and simply, do not care!
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This essay is a compilation of the Lithuanian pupils’ works. It was made according to the requirements of
the international project “Equal by Law, but in Reality?” Its topic is:

HOW CAN WE BECOME MORE EQUAL?
All people are born completely equal: their nationality, sex, race, religion
and financial status are of no importance. Still, not all people share the
same belief and their irrational fear of someone who is different often
forces them to resort to violence. We all believe that we should learn
from the mistakes of our past. However, the inequality among people
has existed for thousands of years. Nowadays many people are still discriminated due to their race, religion, sex, age, state of health, and financial status. We all know that people are equal by law, but in reality
everything is different.
The idea of human equality stands out as a real problem. In the EU
about 60 % of people are being discriminated due to their race every
day at work. What concerns Lithuania, the percentage of racial discrimination is about 14 % according to the survey of the public opinion
carried out by “TNS Gallup”. 57 % of respondents consider age discrimination one of the biggest, 40 % of them think that disabled people are discriminated mostly, 32 % point out sex discrimination.
According to the survey of one of the universities in Lithuania, at
schools about 60% of pupils are being sneered at every day, about 68%
of pupils feel discriminated on the financial grounds, about half of the
pupils cannot accept their classmates with special needs. Recently
Lithuania has been blamed for homophobia because of the negative
attitude towards the homosexuals. One of the problems in the world is
women’s discrimination. In some countries women are reliant on men
and have to work very hard. They do not have enough rights or privileges. Consequently, it is an actual problem and the truth that resides
in it is like a compass for leading our society to progress. What should
we do to solve this problem and become more equal?
The first step in this direction is to face the problem, to acknowledge
that it exists. The biggest change has to be made in our thinking. We
have to realize that we all are equal no matter how old we are and
what is our religion, race, sex or any other special feature. If a person
spreads the ideas of intolerance, others will do the same, as people
tend to submit to the herd instinct. In this way, people will start thinking that different human beings are worse than others. Therefore, even
one person can make a difference. That is why we have to spread tolerance in our community so as to show a good example to others.
Moreover, we should start educating people to be tolerant as early as
it is possible, at kindergartens or primary schools. There children should
be encouraged not to be afraid of differences but to embrace them.
Furthermore, a good way to solve the problem is to establish new organizations of Human Rights that might solve the urgent problems of
discrimination in the world. Governments have to punish people for
spreading intolerance or discriminating others. They have to fine such
people or even send to prison. If laws were stricter, people would believe that intolerance is a crime and they would stop committing such
crimes. Thus the right message would be sent to society.

We should improve the work of various organizations which fight for
women’s rights. Both young women and men should have the same
rights to express their opinion. We should not distinguish between men
and women if it concerns job opportunities. Both sexes need support
in every case in one way or another. One of the most obvious and necessary ways is to raise material living standards. There should be more
opportunities for people to find a job if they are unemployed. The difference between the social classes should be less. The government
should provide the financial support to those organizations which help
people who are in need. In addition, it should tax the rich with progressive taxes and use this money to help the poor.
We should stop sneering and discriminating others. There should be
more lectures and projects which prevent from taunting and declare
tolerance to different races, nationalities, religions, also to the disabled
and sick people. For example, an “Equality Day” could be organized at
least once a year in various organizations and educational institutions.
During such event people could learn more about the differences of
people, about various cultures and religions. We have to notice how
unfairly people can be discriminated.
Moreover, every discriminated person has to know where he may
apply for help if he experiences any act of discrimination. Hence
brochures and posters have to be put in every place where there are
a lot of people: at schools, colleges, universities, public places, even
shops and supermarkets. In addition to this, people should know that
there is a possibility to find all possible information and help via the Internet, at www.non-discrimination.net (the international level) and
www.lygybe.lt (The Office of Equal Opportunities in Lithuania). These
projects might help the society members become kinder and more tolerant. Thus all people would feel safer, healthier and happier.
If we want to become more equal, we have to start with ourselves. We
have to start changing right now. We should work against discrimination bit by bit, on a day-to-day basis. We may devote one or two hours
for such work every day. We may send out protest letters or emails to
politicians, voice our thoughts aloud to our friends and family members. People should take concrete actions in order to change the situation.
To sum up, we cannot solve the problem of inequality as fast as we
would like to. It is a hard job and it requires huge efforts. We should
help those who experience discrimination, we should talk about the
problem, bring it to light. On the whole, we will become more tolerant
and more equal if we change our way of thinking. We should remember that no one is higher than others, everybody is equal. In order to
create a tolerant society, we have to believe that it is not a utopian vision. It is quite real and we all should put every effort to do what we
can. Only then we will succeed!
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HOW CAN WE ALL BECOME MORE EQUAL?
Students participating in the project have been asked to prepare short
essays and express their point of view on the topic: ‘How can we become more equal?. In the majority of essays students opted for the increase in tolerance. They all believe that more tolerance means more
equality. An important observation can be made after reading the essays: students definitely refer to the topics discussed in the project,
the vast number of examples were the issues we dealt with throughout the project. As a consequence, it can be assumed that the students’ awareness of certain issues has increased. Another important
issue talked about in the essays is ignorance. Many students believe
that getting to know others makes us more equal as we become aware
of the differences and we are more willing to accept people who are
not exactly like us.

How can we become more equal?(BY JUSTYNA)

To exemplify, two essays were chosen to present the views of the students. Grammar, punctuation and spelling are original.

People shouldn’t be guided by stereotypes. For example : that the
women are weak and the men are strong. It’s stupid.

I‘ll start from gender inequality. I think that men and women should
have the same rights.
There shouldn’t be discrimination in the workplace; both sexes (of
course, on the same positions) should earn the same amount of
money.
Not only men can be heads of companies, but also women.
Everyone should be able to perform the profession which she/he
wants.

People shouldn’t be rejected, in view of their appearance.
How can we become more equal? (BY WIKTORIA)

Before we begin to judge someone, let’s get to know him.
We can’t discriminate someone, because he has other skin colour. We
are the same; we are people.

Inequality is the thing we can observe everywhere. People don’t agree
with somebody’s hat, name, skin colour, music, sexual orientation, etc.
It doesn’t make any sense, because in fact we are all people, in a lot of
ways all the same. Of course we differ from the others in a lot of ways,
it’s unavoidable. But we all have to realize that if something or somebody is different, it doesn’t mean it’s WORSE. It’s just different.
So, what we all have to do is to start tolerating the others. We don’t
have to accept their opinions, to agree with them, but we shouldn’t
discriminate them just because we think differently. It would be ridiculous. And we must understand that the differences are the best thing
we all could even dream of. How boring the world would be if there
weren’t any differences? It’s even hard to imagine.
Our planet is so full of intolerance. And obviously we can’t change the
whole world, but we can change our own minds. It’s a really big thing
too, even if it doesn’t seem to be. We have to start all the changes from
ourselves. It’s the basic thing. If we don’t agree with something, we
should try first to confront with it, not just say ‘NO’, without any reasons to do so. We should get to know that thing and only after that we
are able to say ‘YES’ or ‘NO’ to that. Intolerance usually comes from the
ignorance.
Therefore everything depends on us. We can’t make everybody look
the same, think the same, do the same and I think that we don’t even
want this. But we want equality for sure, so our task is to start being
more open for new things, more tolerant, to stop discriminating things
only for their difference. We must understand that our differences are
something like a blessing. We have to appreciate that, because there’s
even nothing we could do with that.

We should accept others such they are, or at least tolerate. Nobody is
the same. Each person is different and unique.
Of course, we shouldn’t be guided by stereotypes.
I think, we shouldn’t create groups and believe that other groups are
worse than us. Everybody is equal.

In religion, we shouldn’t be restricted.
Everyone has the right to choose in what he believes and in what not.
Nobody can impose them faith.

As to express their opinions...
We should accept the worldviews of others.
We can’t impose anything to others or force them to do something
they don’t want.
We can’t laugh at the appearance, dreams, and behaviour of others.
It’s inhuman. Sometimes they can seem strange and difficult to understand to us, but we should try to accept them. If you really don’t
want do this, you don’t have to accept them, but don’t laugh at them.
It’s the worst thing that you can do.
Everyone can tell what he wants and do what he wants, if it doesn‘t infringe on the rights and freedoms of other persons.
Respect ourselves, the others, their ideas, dreams, beliefs and
life.

Equal by law but not in reality
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ESSAY
ZMR FEN LSES
Human Rights

Human=Human

From the beginning of our civilisation, humanity has been tested in
wars, poverty and inequality. Human rights concept, which is a product
of humanity history, accepts that everyone is equal. From this point of
view, people have immunity, inalienable, indispensable rights. Right to
live, freedom of thought and religion, privacy right, property, voting are
guaranteed by the government.

Since the beginning of time, there has always been inequality because
of physiologic differences between man and woman. Woman stayed at
home, took care of the house and children. Man went out to find food
and necessary things for life. And even if the world has changed, this
went on like this.

In the human rights declaration, despite the physical and moral differences, everyone is worthy for just being human. This provides people
some basic rights and freedom. We have necessary laws and regulations for using our rights equally. But, is everyone equal?
If we are equal, why there are lots of people who die because of
hunger? Why poor people do not have the same chance to be well educated as rich people have? And why cannot every patient get a qualified health service? Why do some people, women and children come
accross violence? In order to solve the problems, besides individual actions, organized movements supported by the civil foundations, social
organizations and state institutions are necessary.
In this project, we remind people that human rights are necessary for
everybody in our community and we should be conscious about
human rights violences in our environment. “Human rights” isn’t a
product of silent, disinterested, unattended people. “Human rights” is
a product of active people, that think, react, tell the truth and participate in social life.
Pınar AYDIN

Now, the condition is not the same as the past. It’s obvious that women
and men aren’t physically the same. But we all know that life is easier
then the past, because technology makes things easier to do and this
removes the need of strength. So gender discrimination is just because
of the way it has been in past.
Some other reasons of inequality are; nation, race, religion and sexual
orientation. I think these properties of people are peculiar to only themselves. The other people shouldn’t even think about them. Nobody can
choose their nationality and race. By the way, race and nation shouldn’t even affect the relationships. Like this, religion is also something
just between the person and the god. Nobody has the right to judge the
person because of that person’s religious beliefs. We must respect
them categorically.
Sexual orientation is a property that people don’t have chance to
choose or change. Homophobia shouldn’t keep people away from the
social life. If such people don’t disturb the other people, there shouldn’t be a problem about this.
Against these situations of inequality, we should found associations for
protecting aggrieved people. And we should always tell everybody that
everybody is equal in every way. Every human is human. And every
human has the same rights. Nothing can change this. Our properties
form our personality and our personality means who we are.

lke ŞAHN
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MENDEBALDEA. WRITINGS ON HOW WE CAN BE MORE EQUAL?
By Iñigo Ruiz de Gordejuela

By Leyre Martínez

The concept of equality keeps changing throughout history influenced by
the culture, religion and thinking of each period. At the same time as thinking and art develop, the concept of equality also changes; in fact, humanity has attained great achievements in the field of equality but there are still
things that have not been achieved yet.

Somebody said: “The only thing human beings have in common is that they
are all different.” And this is true. There is not anybody in the world who
looks like you or who has the same thoughts as you... Every human being
is unique and unrepeatable and this is also shown by genetics.

As in the animal world, humanity has organized society in several classes
and levels according to different capabilities and qualities. The society, organized this way, has created many problems; among others, sexism,
racism, homophobia ... All these cause inequalities such as not respecting
others or discrimination against them.
Anyhow, throughout history there have also been many achievements attaining equality. From ancient Greece onwards, slavery, racism, sexism etc.
have been very common in the society. As we can still witness and we have
already seen, some human beings have not respected others and have violated their rights so as to impose themselves and get their own benefit. It
is also true that due to this behaviour, the development of humanity has
been quicker. Otherwise how would they have built the pyramids? Or how
would they have organized America without all slaves having been brought
from America? After having mentioned these examples, we would get into
the field of morality but it is clear there have been many inequalities
throughout history.
But there have also been those who have struggled in favour of equality
and against some political regimes, governments or ideologieAmong others, we can find people such as Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, Ghandi
or the revolutionaries in France. All of them defended values like the universal suffrage, the equality between men and women the rights of the
black people etc.
Nowadays there are still many inequalities in society and we all have the solution. Leaving aside prejudices, respecting other human beings and having
a peaceful coexistence are the only ways to avoid this problem.
By Alejandra Codesal
Nowadays there are many laws which provide for the right to be equal.
However, these laws do not guarantee this right in reality. Equality is everybody´s job and, in order to get it, the social associations, the governments and any other type of group should work together.
But what is the real meaning of such a a respected word? What is equality?
It is clear that not everybody is the same and that is not our objective. Here
is the key: equality will be a reality whenever people of different colour, culture, customs, ways of life and languages will have the same opportunities
and rights.
Achieving equality is in everybody`s hands but the problem is that not everyone wants equality. Some people do not care neither about countries
which are far away nor about other human beings living around who are
dying of hunger, working in bad conditions with low salaries, living in patriarchal societies and, as a result of this, suffering from sexism and living in
societies which do not offer the same opprotunities and about many other
realities which I do not have enough space to write about here.
How should we combat these mistreatments to end up with this problem?
In my opinion, although it is not easy, we should completely change our
way of life: both, economically and socially. Our most valuable and powerful tool is the real thought of feeling like changing reality and we should
seize this feeling. There is a lot to be done in the field of education.Children
represent the future; therefore why won´t we educate with very powerful
values being equality a model? It is high time to get to know that our world
is not fair. The economic model based on continuous growth that we are following nowadays will end up with our planet and the people living here and
if this time comes, there won´t be way back. So let us get to work right now!

How would it be like if we were the same? If both men and women would
like the same clothes and jobs? Life would become impossible. We would
not be individuals because differences make us a person. But taking into account that difference, since we are a person, we were born with the same
dignity the same rights and duties and consequently we could say that we
are different individuals within the same group.
Continuing with this idea of equality it os clear that getting equality is a big
and important issue so that everybody and every single individual can live
in peace and enjoy the respect and harmony they deserve. In our way to
have a fairer world our differences should unite us more in order to get
legal equality regardless of what people look like, where they come from or
what their thoughts are. Generally speaking, people should have the same
opprtunities to make their dreams come true.
To round off this essay, it must be said that as we are all different, we also
have the right to be equal by law.
By Alazne Sáinz
We all live in society, everybody is part of the society; as a result, we should
have the same rights. But there are some situations where this principle is
not fulfilled at all; that is to say, situations where the human rights are not
observed: wherever the law is an arbitrary act, the torture is applied, the
right of education is not equal... all these situations have the same origin:
inequality.
Lately, the inequality which is most reported is the one referred to men and
women in all type of situations. But it is not worth just reporting and knowing these situations because now we know that there is sexist violence and
we also know that women get lower salaries and where we can find inequalities, but has anything changed yet? We should find the origin of inequalities and then fight against them. In our case, that origin is in the role
that sexes have played in each society; in other words, we have always
seen men´s supremacy over women and this feeling is still in our society.
Money and origin. Will somebody who has come from Senegal have the
same rights as another person from Vitoria-Gasteiz? Or a poor person and
a rich person? The answer is obvious. In this case I would dare to say that
the origin of this situation is classism. An example of this is a sociological
experiment that I watched carried out on television: A black man needed to
make a telephone call. He was set in two different situations. In the first
one, he was dressed in rags saying that he needed the telephone to cancel
a restaurant reservation and the result was that 85% of people lent him the
telephone. In the second one he was dressed normally and instead of a
restaurant reservation, he showed a bill from hospital. The result was that
nobody lent him the telephone. I believe that this experiment is a reflection
of our society.
Finally, I would like to point out another situation of inequality. Legal inequality or arbitrary aplication of laws. These situations include all the above
mentioned inequalities: Law can be applied arbritarily depending on sex,
origin, political thinking, economic means etc.
Therefore, as we have said before, it is in our hands to get to know these
situations and to realize that they exist but to sort them out is something
which is somewhere beyond. The solution consists of changing the basis of
our society; in my opinion solution is in education. An education for equality must be more developed and other type of values must be transmitted
to our descendants.
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FINAL ASSESSMENT. MAY 2011
There have been many
reviews over the two years
the project lasted. As the
project drew to a close we
completed a number of
evaluations to assess the
successes of the project. The
results of the evaluations are
clear and show that the
project was a resounding
success in meeting the
objectives that we set out to
achieve. This was made even
sweeter by the fact that none
of the partner schools and
leading teachers had any
experience in leading and
being involved in a Comenius
project before.
As shown, we reproduce the
results of the last assessment
and the model questionnaire
used.

hroughout the project we have conducted several evaluations aimed to
correct shortcomings and improve
our work and our results. At each meeting an evaluation questionnaire was delivered to all the schools to be discussed.
The following results are a summary of
the final evaluation that was done taking
into account the objectives we set at the
beginning.

T

Regarding the dissemination actions, all
the schools have organised and carried
out diffusion activities addressed to the
students, their families and the staff and
most of the schools activities have been
addressed to the local community as well.
School magazines, educational magazines, local newspapers, families’ participation in mobilities, information meetings,
questionnaires, surveys and Comenius
corners have been the most useful ways
of diffusion. But the project has also been
disseminated in seminars, conferences
and particularly in temporary exhibitions
(photographs, students’ works, notice
boards and so on). And, finally, we have
to make special mention of the broadcast
on the Internet of our common webpage,
of webpages of schools and project
school blogs. We have intensified the relationship between the school and its setting by means of an appropriate dissemination of the direct participation in
the project by using surveys, testimony
records, talks, etc.
The use of ICT has increased among students, participant teachers and, although
it is more difficult to detect, among the
rest of the staff in some cases.
As expected, students’ awareness of being part of a European society and a multicultural society has increased. The
same can be said about their knowledge
of other European people and cultures,
mainly through project meetings, but also
through project activities, e.g. countries
questionnaire, introductory questionnaire, etc. It is interesting to note that this
feeling has been partly extended to staff.
We have boosted the contact and mobility among students and teachers from
different countries of the European Union.
Most of the schools did a lot of mobilities
(more than 30 in most cases).
The fact of developing teamwork and cooperating among European students has
reduced the stereotyped ideas about other countries. We confirm this through several questionnaires, but we also noted

that sometimes the stereotypes have
been confirmed.
The use and interest in our knowledge of
other European languages has been
clearly increased among students, and to
some extent among teachers (obviously not among all of them). The improvement in the use of the languages has
been general. We found the only exception between students and teachers
whose mother Language is English. Finally, although in a more limited way, we
consider that we have also endorsed the
use of minority languages of the European
Union.
The students have a different point of
view concerning Europe and being a European citizen nowadays. For example
some of them want to study abroad. We
have established habits and coexistence
patterns based on dialogue and tolerance
and promoted respect towards other
races, cultures and ideas and boosted pacific cooperation among them. Contact
between Christian and muslin students
provoked a better understanding.
Although it has been difficult to measure,
we all consider that Pupils´ initial attitudes
towards human rights have changed so
that now they are more favourable to
their effective implantation. All the
schools judge that through the encouragement of the knowledge and the respect of human rights as one of the essential pillars of the coexistence and the
European culture we have reinforced and
disseminated the defence of human
rights and we have spread the positive experiences of the different partners. We
have detected, identified, studied and
analysed inequalities in our own communities and we have generated positive
attitudes supporting equality and equal
rights fulfilment
We have exchanged experiences and
strategies about solution of conflicts
and analysed possible positive attitudes
supporting equality.We have shared
them among our communities contributing our experiences to the other
partners. Particularly, the awareness of
equal rights and opportunities for women and men, races, religion and social
background. Also, based on dialogue
and consciousness, the awareness of the
need of equality of all political options has
been increased. These results were particularly visible when we worked in international teams during the meetings.
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The students could learn from each other about solutions.
With regard to the values for a European citizenship,
we have not worked them directly but as a logical
consequence of the whole project. The notion of citizenship, as understood before the project, has expanded. Now the students are aware of the fact
that they are not only citizens of their own country,
but also of the whole European community. Knowledge, values and attitudes related to the European
dimension well be included in the curriculum for next
school year in some of our schools, but this integration won’t take place in all cases.
Something similar occurs with respect to the incorporation of materials on cultural diversity. Some
schools will make curriculum modifications, but not
all of them. In some cases activities about European
Citizenship or cultural diversity have been included
as a part of after school activities.
Special mention deserves the improvement on students’ social competences and skills and the
progress on their ability of communication. This has
not always been worked directly but it is a logical
consequence. The best way to confirm it is to see
how students (and teachers) talk about their experiences. And, of course, social networks, blogs and
web pages have played a decisive role as channels
of communication.
All our schools have clearly raised their self-esteem,
and we have established cooperation habits with
other European people for the future. Some students
have expressed a desire to travel and some are
thinking of studying abroad.
We have reinforced cooperation with local institutions, although on a limited scale, and only in some
of the schools. We enabled them to participate in
the project through sponsorship or other aids.
When we write these lines after the evaluation carried out in our last meeting in Lodz, our intention is
to gather our experiences, contributions and all materials used during the project in a final publication.
We can not assess the result yet, but hopefully, we
will make it available to anyone who would like
to make use of it.
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